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1.
Introduction

As IMS is independent of the access network being used, the procedure for the charging vector has to be made generic enough to cope with other kinds of access network than GPRS. Hence it is proposed to modify 23.815 according to the proposal of section 2 and to send a LS to CN1 and SA5 telling them of this small update.
2.
Proposal for 23.815 update

7.1 
The Distribution of the Charging Correlation Information during the SIP Session Setup

This Annex describes the distribution of the charging correlation information in the scope of IMS and its associated access networks. Since IMS is supposed to be independent of the used access network the mechanism described in this section is applicable in a generic context. 

In the scope of this section the correlation mechanism with GPRS is described. However if inter-working with other access networks is envisaged the term "GPRS charging ID and GGSN address" needs to be read ("replaced") with an equivalent term of the associated access network."  

This section describes the distribution of the charging correlation information during the SIP Session Setup. The exchanged charging information enables: (1) the correlation of the Access Charging performed in the PS-Domain with the Service Charging and/or the Content Charging performed in the IMS, and (2) the correlation of the charging information within an IMS and between different IMS’s e.g. between the Home IMS of the A-Party and the Home-IMS of the B-Party. 

A SIP session may include one or more IP Flows carrying for example voice or video. In the example in this section, the correlation can be performed for each IP Flow of the SIP session. This assumes that a separate PDP Context, that differs from the Signaling PDP Context, is activated for each of these flows in the PS-Domain. 

The correlation information transferred from the PS-Domain to the Home IMS consist of: (1) the IMS Charging ID (ICID), and (2) the GGSN address and one or more GPRS Charging ID’s – one for each PDP Context opened e.g. for a voice or video IP Flow in the PS-Domain. Together, this information forms a Charging Correlation Vector. The term GPRS Charging ID is used to denote the Charging ID in the GPRS.  

How the GPRS Charging ID’s are passed to the P-CSCF is for further study. Afterwards, SIP signaling is employed to carry the correlation information from the Visited IMS to the Home IMS and between IMS’s e.g. from the Home IMS of the A-Party to the Home IMS of the B-Party. 

The generation and distribution of the charging correlation information is the same for online charging and offline charging. Furthermore, it is independent of whether the A-Party and/or the B-Party are located in a visited network or whether they are in their home network.

Rest of the text of the section is kept un-modified
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