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Introduction

At the recent SA meeting #13, priorities for Release 5 have been the topic of extensive discussion. The target release dates for many Release 5 work items have been shifted to March 2002. Despite these changes there is still a significant risk of further delay, because of the inherent complexities in some of the Release 5 work items, particularly those related to CS and PSTN interworking

AWS feels that the operator interests related to these elements of Release 5 require a further focusing of priorities. Therefore we propose to de-emphasize the work related to CS and PSTN interworking. We also propose to send a liaison statement to several other TSG’s to notify them of our priorities.

Discussion

Despite the fact that release dates for Release 5 are being pushed out further and further, AWS feel that the current work package still contains a number of work items that may lead to significant further delays for finalization for Release 5. In particular the inherent complexities with Interworking to the circuit switch domain (CS and PSTN) will likely lead to further delays. , i.e. WI 2047 (Interworking between IMS and CS networks), 14001 and 14002. (Stage 3 work for Mg and Mw interfaces), with their target finalization dates in March 2002.

Moreover, in addition to the technical complexities to be solved, we expect that interworking to the PSTN and to the CS domain, will present a number of regulatory complexities that are hard to oversee at this time. It is clear, however, that there will be additional requirements placed on the IMS architecture, e.g. in the areas of legal interception, emergency call handling and location issues. However unclear these requirements at this point in time may be, it can be anticipated that support for these regulatory issues will have a dramatic impact upon the release dates for Release 5. 

It is AT&T Wireless view as an operator, that the interests of the operator community, as well as that of the entire industry developing this technology, are better served with focusing the work on a timely finalization of Release 5 - without CS and PSTN interworking, than to spend an additional several month standardizing these interworking issues and thereby further delaying time-to-market for the first release for IMS. 

Proposal 

In view of the arguments presented above, AWS propose for SA2 to reprioritize the work items on interworking to the CS domain and the PSTN. This includes the work on IMS-CS, IMS-PSTN interworking, as well as the standardization work on the IMS-MGCF interface. We propose these workitems to be considered non-essential for Release 5 finalization. 

