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1 Introduction

In SA2#18, S2-011326 “Clarifications on entities understanding codec information” also created discussion of the role of the S-CSCF and the application server in regards to the processing of the session description.

This contribution proposes to agree on the principles related to the processing of the session description in the S-CSCF and the “application server” and include the principles in TS 23.228.

2 Discussion

An accompanying contribution discusses the issues associated with the processing of the session description in the P-CSCF.  This contribution furthers this discussion on the principles related to the discussion of the session description in the application server and the S-CSCF.  The following aspects are considered.

· When discussion the ISC interface, the following requirement from Clause 4.2.4 “The protocol on the ISC interface shall be capable to bring the full range of information (e.g. message headers, message bodies) available at the S-CSCF to the Application Server’s attention” was a stronge requirement.  This requirement was fulfilled by agreeing that the same session as was received by the S-CSCF should be sent to the “application server”.  In the same manner, all of the information in the “session description” received by the S-CSCF during the session establishment should be forwarded to the application server.  This concludes that the S-CSCF should not remove session description information.

· While the discussions have not been completed on the filtering criteria, one option is that there may be an interest to filter on the requested medias, in order to link in an “application server” if a specific media was requested.  This would imply that the S-CSCF may be required to understand some of the session description.

· The application server may behave in SIP proxy mode, or in a mode where it is a user-agent.  This implies that the application server must be able to understand and may modify the session description when it is behaving as a user agent..

· The approach of the S-CSCF not modifying the session description allows the S-CSCF to behave as a proxy, reducing the implementation burden on the S-CSCF without effecting the implementation burden on the “application servers”.

The above leads to the conclusions that the S-CSCF shall not remove session description information, however it may be required to understand the session description information.  The application server may modify the session description information.

3 Proposal

This contribution proposes that the following principle is captured in section 5.11.3 “Procedures for codec and media flow negotiations” of TS 23.228.

The S-CSCF shall not remove information from the session description.  A S-CSCF may understand the session description.  An application server may modify the session description.

This is reflected in the attached CR

