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SA2 would request RAN3 to take note that this functionality has been recognised within Rel-4 and documented as the following architectural requirement for release 4, refer to TS 23.221 V4.0.0

“For Iu mode to Iu mode Inter-MSC Hand-Over / SRNS relocation the MAP E interface transporting RANAP messages shall be used. Alternatively, in the case of intra-PLMN handover, the GSM to UMTS inter-system handover or SRNS relocation between two MSC-areas may be executed as intra-MSC inter-system handover or SRNS relocation respectively. In such a case this will be performed by utilising a direct SCCP connection between the target RNC located in the target MSC-area and the MSC server already involved in the call.”

SA2 kindly requests that the RAN3 and CN groups assist with this and update their work items, if necessary, and complete the necessary protocol work in time for release 4.























































