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1 Introduction

In the service architecture drafting meeting in Sofia-Antopolis, there was agreement on the concept of vertical service components and horizontal service components, however not on the role of the SIP+ protocol.

This contribution proposes that the SIP+ protocol is for the vertical service components to access the service enablers provided by the S-CSCF.

2 Discussion

2.1 Definitions

During the drafting meeting on service architecture, the following definitions were agreed.

Vertical service component are service components which may influence the ongoing session, however it is not part of the session itself.  Vertical service components employ a service control interface in order to access the service enablers provided by the controlled entities.  A vertical service component may request a new session to be established.


Horizontal service components are service components which are considered to be part of the session itself.  A horizontal service component may terminate a media stream.

2.2 Role of “SIP+”

It has been agreed that “SIP+” is a single protocol which is used for service control,  however there is not any agreement on whether “SIP+” is for the support of “vertical service components”, “horizontal service components” or a combination of these.

When considering service control within 3GPP, it is traditionally understood that this is allowing “vertical service components” to access the “service enablers” provide by the core network.  In the case CAP, the “service enablers” would be better known as the service capability features provided with CAP, and CAP itself is the service control protocol. 
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In order to further illustrate this, consider the above figure where a vertical service component is shown to be accessing the service enablers provided by the network control nodes.   The interface between these is what is considered to be service control protocol.

In this aspect, there has not been sufficient reason to assume a change in the role of service control protocols.

This contribution proposes that SIP+ is for vertical services component to access the service enablers within the S-CSCF.

3 Proposal

Further this contribution proposes to include the following change to 23.228 within session 4.2.4

xx SIP+ is used to allow vertical service components to access the service enablers provided by the network control nodes.
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