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ITU-T Study Group 16 thanks 3GPP TSG-S4 for its consideration of H.263 Annex X and H.26L. We appreciate the good reception of the profiles in Annex X and the interest in our H.26L work.

ITU-T Study Group 16 started the approval process for Annex X to the H.263 standard containing a list of preferred feature combinations, which are structured into "profiles" of support. The annex also defines some groupings of maximum performance parameters as "levels" of support for these profiles.  The primary objectives of this Annex X are

1) to provide a simple means of describing or negotiating the capabilities of a decoder (by specifying profile and level parameters), and

2) to encourage common enhancement features to be supported in decoders for achieving maximal interoperability, and

3) to describe feature sets chosen as particularly appropriate for addressing certain key applications.

These new profile definitions should simplify capability establishment for use in protocols such as SIP/SDP. Comments are welcome in the Last Call process for H.263 Annex X (see ITU-T Rec. A.8).
Three new annexes to ITU-T Recommendation H.263 (as a result of an effort known as the H.263++ project) have been decided (given final standardization approval) by SG16. These new additions include the following:

· Annex U: an Enhanced Reference Picture Selection mode enhancing compression efficiency and error resilience performance,

· Annex V: a Data Partitioned Slice mode enhancing error resilience performance, and

· Annex W: defining Additional Supplemental Enhancement Information, which can be added to video bit-streams in a backward-compatible manner.

We currently plan not to add any more optional operational modes to H.263, in order to allow ourselves to focus on the H.26L project in future work. 

We also ask for any comments you may have to aid us in the development of our next-generation video coding standard known currently as H.26L.  This project also includes plans for addressing wireless conversational and streaming video applications.  Support for network-friendly syntax design, data partitioning error resilience, and significantly improved compression efficiency (approximately a 2:1 gain) are already included in the H.26L design. The technical design of the new standard will be mainly completed around the end of next year (with final approval of the standard to follow a few months thereafter).
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