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1. Introduction

TSG CN WG4 thank TSG RAN WG3 for their liaison statement (TSGR3#16(00)2914) on the size of RANAP messages which can be transmitted over the MAP E-interface.

We have noted RAN WG3's analysis of the problem and the possible approaches to deal with it. We cannot comment on approach 2, which is outside our area of competence. However we agree with the analysis of approaches 1, 3 and 4, in particular the assessment that approaches 3 and 4 are not viable.

We discussed in detail the issue of whether it would be reasonable to rely on the availability of White Book (07/96) SCCP for intra-PLMN signalling on the MAP E-interface. RAN WG3 are asked to note that other applications besides inter-MSC handover/relocation use MAP signalling over the E-interface; however only inter-MSC handover/relocation is consistently limited to intra-PLMN signalling. We concluded that for intra-PLMN signalling it is reasonable to rely on end-to-end support of White Book SCCP, because all the nodes involved are under the control of the PLMN operator concerned. By contrast, for inter-PLMN signalling there is a high probability that the signalling path will go through SCCP transit nodes which are not under the control of a PLMN operator; the 3GPP community cannot therefore dictate that these nodes will support White Book SCCP. It is for this reason that the current version of TS 29.002 sets the change-over date of 1st July 2002, after which it can be assumed that White Book SCCP will be generally available.

We have therefore drafted a change request to TS 29.002 (document N4-001079, attached). This change request specifies that for signalling over the MAP E-interface to support inter-MSC handover/relocation the support of White Book SCCP can be assumed, with no qualification, i.e. this applies for all entities which support MAP according to TS 29.002 v3.x.y. In order to make use of this capability we have also increased the maximum size of the envelope which can be used to carry RANAP signalling encapsulated in MAP messages. The maximum size of the envelope is calculated from the maximum payload of an SCCP message sequence allowed by White Book SCCP, after deducting the overhead for the SCCP, TC and MAP layers. This aligns with RAN WG3's estimate of about 2500 octets available for the RANAP message envelope.

2. Actions:

CN WG4 ask RAN WG3 to note our action to deal with the problem identified by RAN WG3, and to confirm that the maximum size of the envelope which can be used to carry RANAP signalling encapsulated in MAP messages is adequate for RAN WG3's requirements

3. Attachments:

Tdoc N4-001079: CR 29.002-209 on the use of White Book SCCP for MAP signalling to support inter-MSC handover/relocation.

4. The next CN4 meeting 

The next CN WG4 meeting will be held 15 – 19 January 2001 in Beijing, China

