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One of the issues that the SA2 Ad-Hoc on "Transport and Control Separation in the PS CN domain" has raised is the selection of the protocol to be used between the SGSN Server and the PS Media Gateway (identified in TR 23.873 V0.2.0 as the Mp interface).  The SA2 Ad‑Hoc has identified two possibilities:

· H.248 plus possible extensions

· GTP‑C plus possible extensions

After the editor of TR 23.873 V0.2.0 ("Transport and Control Separation in the PS CN domain") presented this TR to the CN4 delegates, the CN4 delegates reached a consensus opinion that the selection of the protocol over the Mp interface should be assigned by SA2 to CN4 since the selection of the protocol over the Mp interface does not affect the architecture.  It did not appear to the CN4 delegates that the protocol selection was necessary for SA2 to complete its Feasibility Study on this topic.  CN4 delegates also noted that since a stage 2 document should identify message sequences without reference to any particular protocol, there should be no need for SA2 to make the protocol selection at this time.  CN4 recognizes that in some similar situations SA2 has made the protocol selection (e.g., the selection of the SIP protocol rather than H.323 for the IP MM core network).  It is the consensus of the CN4 delegates that where the selection of a protocol has no architectural impact, that selection should be the responsibility of the appropriate working group of TSG‑CN.

A reply from SA2 on this issue will be appreciated.  Our next meeting is scheduled for November 13-17, 2000 in Paris, France.

