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Introduction

This contribution proposes that the use of the Mc reference point between the MSC Server and the MGW be replaced by a new Md reference point.  This would help distinguish the mobility-related functionalities required at this reference point, such as SRNS relocation procedures, that are not required on other MGW control interfaces.

Modification of Figure 5-1 of TR 23.821 is proposed, as well as modifications to section 5.4.6 and a new section 5.4.18

Modifications to TR 23.821 proposed below:
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Figure 5-1: Reference Architecture for Release 2000

5.4.6 Mc Reference Point (MGCF – MGW)

The Mc reference point describes the interfaces between the MGCF and MGW and between the GMSC Server and MGW.  It has the following properties:

· full compliance with the H.248 standard, baseline work of which is currently carried out in ITU-T Study Group 16, in conjunction with IETF MEGACO WG.

· flexible connection handling which allows support of different call models and different media processing purposes not restricted to H.323 usage.  

· open architecture where extensions/Packages definition work on the interface may be carried out.

· dynamic sharing of MGW physical node resources.  A physical MGW can be partitioned into logically separate virtual MGWs/domains consisting of a set of statically allocated Terminations.  

· dynamic sharing of transmission resources between the domains as the MGW controls bearers and manage resources according to the H.248 protocols.


5.4.18 Md Reference Point (MSC Server – MGW)

The Md reference point describes the interface between the MSC Server and MGW.  It has properties similar to the Mc reference point and supports similar functionality.  However, it includes the additional functionality needed to support mobile specific functions such as SRNS relocation/handover and anchoring.  It is expected that current H.248/IETF Megaco standard mechanisms can be applied to enable this.
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