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Answer to LS on Removal of Service Accept

S2 has received the LS in N1-000758 as S2-001039.

S2 believe that there is a need to rapidly agree a consistent set of R’99 specifications. ‘Reversing’ the recent changes to 23.060 is unlikely to be possible prior to the June TSG meetings. This is one reason for S2 to suggest that the stage 3 specification should be aligned with the stage 2 description.

At a more technical level, S2 observe that restoring the Service Accept message may add complexity and might not lead to clean protocol layering. 

This is because, currently, 23.060 shows that Service Request messages are always answered by RRC messages triggering inter-layer primitives within the mobile. CN1’s alternative proposal would mean that some Service Request messages (ie those with type  = ‘signalling’) require RRC messages (ie Security Mode Command) and inter-layer primitives in the mobile while other Service Request messages (ie those with type = ‘data’) will be answered with a GMM message. 

Hence S2 see problems in re-introducing the Service Accept message. 

S2 request CN1 to consider if they can agree a change based on the CR in N1-000646. Hopefully this can be achieved by CN1 prior to the June TSG meetings.
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