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1. Overall Description:

SA5 is currently studying management and orchestration of network slicing. During the study questions have been raised on the understanding of the definition of a network slice instance (NSI) and of the network slice template (NST).

The definitions in TR 23.799 are as follows: 

· Network Slice Template (NST): is a logical representation of the Network Function(s) and corresponding resource requirements necessary to provide the required telecommunication services and network capabilities.

· Network Slice Instance (NSI): is an instance created from a Network Slice Template (NST).
Based on the above SA5 request further information for full understanding of network slicing concepts and terminology.

Questions on NSI

1. What is SA2’s understanding of what defines a network slice instance, for example does a network slice instance always include RAN and CN?
2. What is the meaning of the word “complete” in paragraph 6.1.5.1 of TR 23.799
Questions on NST

3. What is the workplan related to the NST? I.e. is SA2 planning to define the concept of NST with a set of high level requirements/expectations for the actual NST (e.g. Answers to question 4 and 5 below) and hand-over the actual NST definition to SA5. 

4. What is the meaning of “logical representation” in the NST?
5. What is the information or categories of information included in the NST?
Furthermore does SA2 have issues with SA5 using and complementing their definitions considering the larger scope in SA5?
2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
SA5 kindly asks SA2 group to answer the questions.

3. Date of Next TSG-SA WG5 Meetings:

SA5#111
16-20 January 2017
Porto (Portugal)

SA5#112
27-31 March 2017
(TBD) China
