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1. Overall Description:

SA1 thanks RAN2 for the LS in R2-1816068 on RRCReject T302 Timer Exemption for MPS and MCS.

SA1 discussed the RAN 2 question “if MPS and MCS subscribers should be exempt from the RRC Reject message with ‘waitTime’ timer to receive the same prioritized treatment as mobile originated Emergency Calls and MT access?”

SA1 view is that MPS and MCS are two services, used by MPS UEs and MCS UEs respectively, that need to be handled with high priority compared to normal UEs. 
SA1 would like to highlight the text in TS 22.261, section 6.22.2.2, Access Identities, that Access Identity 1 is used by UEs configured for MPS and Access Identity 2 is used by UEs configured for MCS. SA1 also understands that CT1 specification TS 24.501 is consistent on this aspect where section 4.5.6, specifies that a UE configured for MPS or MCS uses the RRC establishment cause value “mps-Priority-Access” or “mcs-Priority-Access” respectively and Access Identities 11 to 15 are handled in the same way with “high-Priority-Access”. SA1 understands that when an RRC establishment request from a UE is rejected by a RAN node, then wait timer T302 is started and the RAN2 LS is asking if a MPS or MCS UE can override this wait timer. 
SA1 would like to point out that since a MPS or MCS UE is always making a RRC establishment request with a high priority establishment cause value, it is expected that the RAN node will not reject a request from a MPS UE and MCS UE. It should only be in extreme overload situations when a RAN node should reject MPS and MCS UEs (e.g., when the overload situations is being created by the MPS and MCS UEs). 
For a normal UE, i.e. Access Identity 0, the situation is very different since access attempts can be of different Access Categories. That means that an RRC establishment request from a normal UE is of lower priority and therefore can be rejected and T302 wait timer started. When the T302 wait timer is running that UE cannot make any new request for an RRC connection. This is the reason why an Emergency access attempt (Access Category 2) is exempt from barring. 

In an overload situation created by high intensity of RRC establishment requests for Emergency calls, then it is important that the RAN node is not rejecting RRC establishment requests from a MPS or MCS UE.
2. Actions:

To TSG RAN WG2, TSG CT WG1.

ACTION:   SA1 asks RAN2 and CT1 to take into consideration SA1 view that MPS and MCS shall be treated with high priority. In addition, SA1 view is that a RAN node shall not reject a RRC establishment request from a MPS UE and MCS UE except in extreme overload situations (e.g., when the overload situations is being created by the MPS and MCS UEs).
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