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1
Overall description
In reply LS C1-173991, SA1 provided the following information about differentiation between an E-UTRA cell connected to 5GC and an E-UTRA cell connected to EPC to CT1:

[CT1’s Question 2]: Is there a service requirement to differentiate between “E-UTRA connected to 5GC” and “E-UTRA connected to EPC” within the same PLMN for the purpose of PLMN selection?

[SA1’s answer to Question 2] As described above, when an E-UTRA cell is part of an NG-RAN and NG-RAN is selected (and thereby a 5GC), the case “E-UTRA connected to 5GC” in your question is covered. The case of an E-UTRA cell connected to EPC is already covered by the E-UTRAN Access Technologies in legacy specifications.  Therefore, SA1 answers Yes. 

This effectively allows the operator to prioritize the use of EPC NAS over 5GC NAS for a given PLMN (by ranking "PLMN A, E-UTRAN" higher than "PLMN A, NG-RAN" in the "Operator controlled PLMN Selector with Access Technology" data file in the USIM).
CT1 observed that NOTE 1 in TS 23.501 subclause 5.17.1.1 conflicts with SA1’s answer as the note suggests that the UE shall always prioritize selection of 5GCN over EPC even in a PLMN for which E-UTRAN is ranked higher priority than NG-RAN in the "Operator controlled PLMN Selector with Access Technology" data file of the USIM:

NOTE 1:
When camping on E-UTRA that connects to 5GC, a UE supporting EPC NAS and 5GC NAS initiates 5GC NAS procedures when 5GC is supported by the serving PLMN.
2
Actions
To SA2
ACTION: 
3GPP TSG CT WG1 kindly asks SA2 to consider removing NOTE 1 in TS 23.501 subclause 5.17.1.1 to avoid conflict with SA1’s answer.
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Dates of next TSG CT WG1 meetings
TSG CT WG1 Meeting 109
26 Feb - 2 March 2018

Montreal, Canada
TSG CT WG1 Meeting 110
16 - 20 April 2018

TBD, P.R. of China

