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At  TCCE WG4 #129, the companies present discussed a contribution submitted to the meeting by the UK Home Office. The contribution submitted consisted of a colour coded version of the GCSE Stage 1 Release 12 specification (22468-c00_SA1_GCSE_Assessment of Release 12, with the key in TCCE04(14)000033_Assessment_of 3GPP_SA1_GCSE_in_Release_12), which provided an assessment of the GCSE  requirements in Release 12 and whether they were covered by release 12 GCSE specifications. 

Note- The  marked up document discussed in TCCE4 #129 is the same document that was sent by Richard Allen to the SA1 reflector on the 11/4/2014 at 9:15 linked to the thread ‘RE: MCPTT: General Group Call requirements, section 4.3’.

TCCE WG4 is currently working on a Critical Communication Application (CCA), which is an ETSI initiative analogous to the MCPTT work and is intended to standardise a public safety application that will link into the work done in 3GPP. The document S1-141225 are the TCCE user requirements submitted to SA1 #66 that have been worked and continue to be worked on in TCCE WG1 and form the basis of the work in TCCE WG4. In the first phase of the work TCCE is aiming to align to the work being done on eMBMS in GCSE  Release 12, with future iterations of work considering ProSe. 

TCCE WG4 discussed in detail ‘22468-c00_SA1_GCSE_Assessment of Release 12’ from the perspective of an SDO in the process of standardising a public safety application. The consensus view was that most of the requirements marked in Red in the document as not covered by GCSE R12 should be met by application functionalities and standardisation.  Indeed we perceived few gaps between the work that we are undertaking as part of CCA standardisation and the elements not covered in R12 GCSE. 

From our analysis it could be inferred that a suitable approach for 3GPP would be to consider incorporating aspects of GCSE that are not yet standardised into the MCPTT requirements, as this may simplify downstream work in other working groups. To this end we attach a document ‘22468-c00_SA1_GCSE_TCCE 4 Review’ that was agreed in the session, this has a simplified key (compared with the original UK Home Office discussion document) and instead has highlighted the aspects that are in the scope of the Public Safety Application (MCPTT/CCA). You will also notice in the document a few comments that could be clarified as future work is done on these requirements. 

In particular clarifications to what a GCSE Group is would be useful as it is not something that has been clearly defined in release 12, and without this there will be confusion between this and an MCPTT Group. The terminology of Receiving Group Member and Transmitting Group Member also needs to be considered.  The options that we understand for scope a GCSE group include:

1) GCSE Group is viewed as the transport stream for group communications, i.e. it is the collection of different Group traffic that happens to be transmitted over a single TMGI.

Issues

· Traffic for a ‘Talkgroup’ may be transmitted via a mixture of unicast or multicast, and in that case the way the GCSE specification is written doesn’t quite work if a GCSE Group is meant to be analogous to a ‘Talkgroup’, as a GCSE Group will not include members receiving it via unicast.

· Multiplexing of traffic on a TMGI may mean that a GCSE Group would then actually be composed of multiple ‘Talkgroups’ and again we do not believe that is what is intended from the GCSE spec.

2) GCSE Groups are analogous to MCPTT Groups, i.e. they are both entities in the application server.

Issues

· Concerns about how you handle different media on the same ‘Talkgroup’

· This implies that there may be no direct association between the GCSE groups and the resources used to distribute communication within the group.

3) GCSE Groups are related to MCPTT Groups

Issues

· This relationship is not clearly documented in specifications yet and in effect GCSE Groups do not currently exist in R12 specifications. 

We look forward to future fruitful discussions between the working groups as work on MCPTT and work on CCA continues in 3GPP and TCCE and would be interested in feedback on this LS.

Next meeting of TCCE WG4:  24-26 June 2014 (Helsinki)
