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Abstract: A major user of group communication services is likely to be the emergency services and other public safety users worldwide. Such users have a requirement for very high availability communications services, and often consider push-to-talk group voice communication (which may in the future be built around GCSE_LTE) as particularly important when responding to major incidents.
Clearly there is a limit to what standards can achieve for availability/resilience, most of which is down to good quality network equipment, design, maintenance etc.  However, 3GPP has done some work in recent releases removing architectural single points of failure to enable higher levels of network  resilience, and it would be sensible for solution(s) defined for GCSE_LTE to start from this premise.

There are currently no service requirements in this area, the change indicated below is a suggestion to remedy this.
**********Start of change**********
4.1.X  High availability of Group Communication

The system shall be capable of achieving high levels of availability for Group Communications utilising GSCE_LTE, e.g. by seeking to avoid single points of failure in the GCSE_LTE architecture.
Note: Clearly the actual availability delivered is dependent on many factors; not least the availability of E-UTRAN service to group members.
**********End of change**********

