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Abstract: This contribution addresses the Priority Handling topic from section 4, ‘Objective’ of the Work Item Description (WID), Group Communication System Enablers for LTE.  

Expected Benefit/Effect: The benefit of adding enhancements within the 3GPP network to provide hooks other than just using 3GPP as “transport network” will enhance the performance and operations of group communications
Discussion

Priority handling can be considered 

i) How a UE dispositions an incoming group communication notification or

ii) How the network disposition a group communication from either another group communication or a non-group communication.

In the first case (i) the UE is currently active on at least one communication (group or non-group) and another group communication is offered.  Based on some criteria (e.g., group identifier or priority indication) the UE makes (or is forced to make) a decision to either 

a) accept the newly offered group communication and relinquish participation  in the current group communication;

b) reject the newly offered group communication and continue with the current group communication; or

c) if capabilites exist, accept the newly offered group communication and continue with the current communication.

In the second case (ii) the network makes the decision either to allocate resources for this group communication instead of another group communication or non-group communication.  To do either the network must be able to distinguish group communications from non-group communications.  Within group communications there should also be the ability to prioritze handling of group communications (e.g., a life threatening situation (emergency group call for help)).

Requirements

The network shall provide a way of distinguishing group communications from non-group communications.

The network shall provide at least two priorities (e.g., normal and emergency) within the group communications.

The UE shall receive from the network enough information within the notification of a group communication that it can be properly handle.

