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1. Overall Description:

3GPP CT1 agreed a Rel-9 stage 3 work item on SSAC. When discussing the related stage 1 requirements, CT1 asks for clarification for the following issues from 3GPP SA1:

1. Is the work on SSAC in Rel-9 strictly restricted to MMtel or there are also other applications and services in its scope?

It was mentioned that TS 24.229 enables IMS voice and video services that are not restricted to MMtel, therefore alternative voice and video applications can be used with IMS. 

There are also alternative VoIP applications that do not make use of IMS (such as e.g. already existing VoIP applications within the Internet), some of them, but not all, might be SIP based. 

CT1 therefore is interested to know, whether some or all such additional applications are also in the scope of SSAC in Rel-9.

2. Is the intention of the SSAC work in Rel-9 to apply the restrictions on the application layer, i.e. on SIP layer?

It was mentioned that the congestion situations are occurring on the (radio) access technology level and therefore some delegates indicated, that (due to protocol layering within the UE) a mechanism preventing these congestions should be available on the radio layer and should not be put to the application layer.

It was also said that the IMS SIP stack and application might be distributed on a device that is only connected to the UE (which provides the radio access) via e.g. bluetooth or cable. In that case, the SIP stack and / or application would not be aware of the used access technology and the related mechanisms for congestion control would be far more complex to be implemtented into the UE and would maybe even need deeper study. 

3. Is the intention of the SSAC work in Rel-9 to ensure that there is no activity on the radio interface (between eNodeB and UE) related to call requests in the situation where congestion and/or overload needs to be prevented. 
2. Actions:

To 3GPP SA1 group.

ACTION: 
CT1 kindly asks SA1 to reply to the above listed questions within a reply LS to CT1.
3. Date of Next TSG-CT WG1 Meetings:

TSG-CT WG1 Meeting #59
22-26 June 2009
Los Angeles, USA.
TSG-CT WG1 Meeting #60
24-28 August 2009
Sevilla, Spain.

