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1. Overall Description:

In accordance with a series of LSs exchanged between the addressed WGs, 3GPP TSs have been modified from Rel-97 onwards to allow network nodes involved in charging to know the serving network of the subscriber, based on requirements received from the operator community.  This includes:

· modifying TS 09.60 / 29.060 for the SGSN to send the RAI to the GGSN;

· modifying TS 09.61 / 29.061 for the GGSN to forward the SGSN’s MNC and MCC (extracted from RAI) via its RADIUS interface;

· modifying TS 12.15 / 32.015 / 32.215 for the GGSN CDR to include the SGSN’s MCC and MNC.

SA5 is further working on including the SGSN’s MCC and MNC into service CDRs, especially for MMS in Rel-4 and Rel-5.  In performing this work, SA5 has realised that the addition of the RAI parameter to GTP in TS 09.60 / 29.060 has been implemented as a service option without further specifying the presence requirements for this parameter in the GTP messages.  It was also observed that the affected GPRS message descriptions in TS 03.60 / 23.060 have not been changed at all.  Given this situation, SA5 feels that the operator requirements for adding the serving network’s (i.e SGSN’s) MCC and MNC into various types of CDRs, is not met.  While it is acknowledged that backward compatibility considerations may prevent additional protocol parameters from being specified as mandatory, SA5 believes that nevertheless a more strict presence requirement of the RAI in GPRS messages and MCC/MNC in RADIUS is needed.  In order that MMS charging can use this additional functionality from the very beginning, this requirement would at least hold from Rel-4 onwards, while the optional addition of this function would be acceptable in the earlier releases from SA5 perspective.

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
SA5 kindly asks SA2 to investigate the above issue and perform any changes deemed necessary to the GPRS stage 2 descriptions in TS 03.60 / 23.060 to guarantee, at least from Rel-4 onwards, that the MCC and MNC of the SGSN are sent to the GGSN upon creation of a PDP context and upon transferring a PDP context to a SGSN belonging to another network.

To CN3 group.

ACTION: 
Same as above for TS 09.61 / 29.061, in order to guarantee that the parameter is sent via RADIUS.

To CN4 group.

ACTION: 
Same as above for TS 09.60 / 29.060, in order to guarantee that the parameter is sent via GTP.
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