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Liaison Statement

FROM:
Mobile Multimedia Messaging Service subgroup of SerG

To:

MMS IOP Group



OMA IOP Group



OMA MMDC



3GPP T2 SWG 3



3GPP SA4

Copy:
GSMA MSIG 



3GPP SA1



OMA Requirements Group

Subject:  
Definition of SMIL and Ability to Forward MM Elements Independently

Date:  
September 9, 2002
_________________________________________________________________

1. Introduction

This Liaison Statement was originally sent to the MMS IOP Group copied to GSMA MSIG. Subsequently the MMSG subgroup of SerG has realised the additional requirement to involve 3GPP SA4, 3GPP T2, OMA IOP Group and OMA MMDC.

SerG acknowledges and thanks the MMS IOP group for continued cooperation and would like to suggest two items for their consideration.  The first item is the addition of 3 additional tags to the current MMS SMIL definition.  The second is to relay a requirement of GSM operators to support independent forwarding of multimedia message elements.

SerG recognizes MMS IOP is not a standards definition organization and therefore has additionally decided that the information contained within the first version of this Liaison Statement should be distributed to OMA groups.

SerG requests that MMS IOP continues to consider the contents of this Liaison Statement with particular focus on interoperability testing. SerG further requests that 3GPP and OMA determine the technical feasibility/ incorporate these requirements within work programmes on MMS standardisation, specification and interoperability testing. 

2. Additional Tags for MMS SMIL

SerG recognizes that the current MMS SMIL definition was defined in order to speed the time to market for MMS clients.  SerG also recognizes that the version of SMIL defined by 3GPP SA4 is much more complex and will take time to implement.  In the interim, however, SerG has identified four simple tags that would greatly improve the ability to generate compelling MMS content.

These tags are part of SMIL 2.0 Basic (and therefore also part of 3GPP PSS SMIL) and are described in the table below:

	Timing and Synchronization modules

	<seq repeatcount=x>
	<seq></seq> delimits a sequence of slides.  repeatcount is optional and results in the slides between the seq tags to be repeated.

	Media object modules

	<param name="foreground-color" value="RGB">
	Optional for use between <text></text> tags to set the foreground text colour.

	<param name=”textsize” value=”x”>
	Optional for use between <text></text> tags to set text size.  Valid values for value are small, normal and large.

	Hyperlinks
	

	<a href=”URI” show=”x” title=”titletext”>
	<a></a> delimits a hyperlink constructed either around text or a media object allowing either a new presentation to be displayed through the MMS client or by spawning an external viewer e.g. HTML browser.  Valid values for show are replace, new or pause relating to the effect on the current presentation.


Please consider adding these four useful tags to MMS SMIL in your next revision of specifications and interoperability testing requirements.  If no revision is planned, SerG urges each group to consider releasing a revision for this purpose.

3. Independent Treatment of Multimedia Message Elements

GSM operators believe that functionality will be required to allow end users to selectively forward elements of received MMS messages.  While some current MMS implementations support this feature, SerG would like to see standards defined in this area and MMS IOP add such a capability to the MMS conformance requirements.  Of course, any implementation must support any digital rights specified for the specific elements or the complete message.

4. Action

SerG thanks all groups for considering these additional items.  We request specific feedback from 3GPP T2, the MMS IOP group, OMA IOP Group and OMA MMDC group regarding this LS. Because these topics cover areas also considered by MSIG, 3GPP T2 and 3GPP SA1, SerG has taken the liberty to copy these groups directly on the Liaison Statement.  No action is expected from MSIG, 3GPP SA1 or 3GPP SA4.

MMSG request that OMA MMDC consider these additional requirements and address them in all relevant standards and specifications.

MMSG further request that MMS IOP Group and OMA IOP Group incorporate these requirements into interoperability testing requirements.

MMSG request your feedback by 20th October 2002 indicating your plans with regard to this input.

Attachment – MMS Information Paper is attached for information only
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