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Introduction

The subject of ISIM coupled to USIMs, Separated ISIMS, Multiple ISIMS on the same UICC has been linked to access independence.

The matter of ISIMs/ USIMs etc. is solution to a problem unfortunately the problem has not been clearly stated.

Referring to some extracts from the Kobe meeting report

‘The point is that T3 are suggesting to have an IMS SIM (ISIM) on the UICC and this is being supported by SA2. One of the keys is to allow this to be specified now so that a logical separation could be included in UICCs now and avoid recalling them for those operators who have issued them early. The question is if we need a ISIM? There is no requirement for this at this time in SA1. ‘

and

‘It would appear that the requirements from SA1 for IMS implies access independence and SA3 have looked at this and have started work to ensure this. This has lead to discussions on logical independence of an application which has subsequently lead to discussions on physical independence. ‘

An examination of 22.228 reveals the following information on access to IMS services.

-
Access independence shall be supported.  It is desirable that an operator should be able to offer services to their subscribers regardless of how they obtain an IP connection (e.g. GPRS, fixed lines, LAN).

The question is what work has 3GPP on standardising these access technologies, what provision has been made in the IMS subsystem for interfaces to these access technologies.

The answer is none as 3GPP has no control over these access techniques. What is more important is 3GPP should not place requirements on IMS which would prohibit the possibility to achieve this.

Conclusions

It is clear that access independence has not been clearly defined, solutions for problems have been made without a clear understanding of service requirements.

There is no stage 1 approved WID on access independence, but in fact more of a desire to have such functionality. 

Based on the fact that 3GPP only has standardisation work at present on GERAN, UTRAN and WLAN interworking.

It is proposed that the following text is added to the technical report under section 

4.1 Access Independence

In the context of this technical report the concept of Access Independence is limited to those access networks 3GPP specifications are covering e.g. GERAN, UTRAN and WLAN interworking. Any other combination is out of the scope of 3GPP. 

