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1. Introduction

TS 22.003 specifies, that GERAN and UTRAN speech teleservices may be provided using the Adaptive Multirate (AMR) or the Wideband Adaptive Multirate (W-AMR) speech codec.

The default speech codec to provide speech service across the UTRAN is AMR.

The reason to introduce Wideband AMR along with the (narrowband) AMR was, that W-AMR provides a really different quality of speech transmission compared to codecs you are used to. It is almost HiFi sound.

This high transmission quality is also very useful for services like e.g. voice recognition, speech-to-text conversion or for voice messaging services (streaming).

2. Discussion

While work on specifying the W-AMR has made good progress in S4 (the 3GPP codec group), little seems to be done on the network side yet. In particular it seems, that the following requirements have not been addressed yet:

· How is the interworking with (narrowband) AMR defined ?

· How is the interworking with ISDN/PSTN defined ?

· How are implications to Transcoder-Free Operation (TrFO) ?

· ...

3. Proposal

While it seems, that most of the work to get W-AMR up and running in Release 5 needs to be done in other groups, the additional requirements for the usage of W-AMR (as compared to AMR) should be analysed and included in the relevant stage 1 specifications.

S1 is invited to endorse this proposal.  It should also be considered,  whether a new workitem is needed. 

