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Introduction

The 9th SA plenary meeting was held from 25-28 September 2000 in Hawaii, USA. It was hosted jointly by a number of 3GPP members under the guise of “Friends of 3GPP”. 

General

Document SP‑000428 contained a liaison statement from the GSM Association (SERG) on Standardisation of Service Operation Management. This is not being standardised in 3GPP and, give the amount of trouble caused by non-standard solutions in 2G, the GSM Association was asking for this work to be included in the 3G work program. 

The SA WG5 Chairman stated that they were aware of the GSMA requirements and this was proposed to be discussed within SA WG5. It was also suggested that this LS be forwarded to SA WG2 due to the architectural impact of the work that would be needed for this. It was agreed that the system should be designed to facilitate the management, so that SA WG2 should take this into account within the Architecture and that SA WG5 would need to study the Management aspects. Co-ordination on this between the two groups was encouraged. 

However, it was also suggested that some related items, such as charging, should be dealt with in SA WG1. The SA WG1 Chairman responded that the stage 1 aspects should be done in SA WG1, as is usual for basic Charging aspects. 

It was suggested that a workshop could be set up to establish the service and, architecture and protocol specification. It was agreed that this is under the responsibility of SA WG1 (operational requirements), SA WG2 (architecture) and SA WG5 (Stages 2 and 3), and should be studied by these WGs, who should decide on the best way to co-operate on the issue (joint meeting, workshop, etc.).

No response to GSM/SERG was needed at this time.

Document SP‑000469 (S1-000714) contained a liaison statement from GSM North America on All IP Network End-to-End Delay QoS Feasibility Study. GSM North America were concerned that end-to-end delay, especially across intermediate networks, may significantly impair IP-based networks from meeting service requirements and request 3GPP to pursue a feasibility study on this topic, with the intent to provide consideration of the degree to which various QoS scenarios may meet the service requirements. This Liaison was sent to SA WG1 and needed to be considered by SA WG1, TSGs CN, RAN and GERAN. SA WG2 also need to consider the architectural aspects and were asked to work on this matter to elaborate the architectural model and scenarios for end-to-end QoS. Members were asked to contribute to SA WG2 in order to progress this work in order to establish as early as possible for Rel4 and Rel5.

Document SP‑000470 contained a liaison statement from GSM North America on Location Services Functionality in 3GPP Specifications. GSM North America had noticed that location services functionality standardised in GSM Releases ’98 and ’99 is missing from the 3GPP Release 2000 GERAN and UMTS specifications and asked for this to be included as a high priority. Some discussion ensued, due to differences in the radio architecture between GSM and UMTS, so direct re-use of the GSM specifications is not possible. The Core Network link would need to be specified in order to realise the LCS functionality. The LS was noted and it was agreed that an evolutionary path from GSM to UMTS LCS functionality should be considered within 3GPP via standardised interfaces. It was noted that WIs exist in RAN and CN and contribution into the relevant groups should be made to progress the work towards an Open solution. It was noted that the liaison statement had also been sent to SA WG1 and SA WG2 and TSG SA requested a report from SA WG2 on the discussions and agreements on this topic at TSG SA#10.

SA1

Report from TSG-SA WG1 and review of progress

TD SP‑000369: Status report from SA WG1 to SA#9. The SA WG1 status report was presented by the SA WG1 Chairman, using the presentation slides in TD SP‑000368. SA WG1 presented a number of correctional CRs to Release 1999 specifications and reported that good progress had been made on Release 2000 (Rel5) work. There was, however, some concerns in SA WG1 on how much can be achieved in Release 2000 considering the complexity of the work.

For the future outlook, the main emphasis of the work is now on IMServices for Rel5 

Questions for advice from TSG-SA WG1

TD SP‑000359: Liaison Statement from SA WG1 - Applications on external devices (response to Tdoc SP‑000353). SA WG1 believe that the access to external devices is a necessary service requirement and that the security and network integrity issues need to be addressed. 

A liaison statement  from T WG2 in document SP‑000363 also dealt with applications on external devices. T WG2 responded to TSG SA that joint work is needed in 3GPP groups in order to achieve a secure way of connecting applications to external devices. It was agreed that input from MRPs and other bodies is required in order to do this analysis in T WG2 and SA WG2. The UMTS Forum Coordinator agreed to take this question to the UMTS Forum for consideration. 

The SA WG1 Chairman suggested that MRPs may not be able to provide the reasons for connection of applications on external devices. It was further suggested that it would be valuable and within their interest to give feedback on what they do NOT want as well. This could include possible scenarios endangering e.g. conformance testing validity. The involvement of outside bodies (who may be able to provide sound reasons for this functionality) should be considered, after the impact studies in SA WG2. These comments were noted.

Anyone interested in this topic were encouraged to participate in and contribute to the forthcoming T WG2 meetings.

The liaison statement from SA1 was noted.
Document SP‑000360 contained the liaison statement from SA WG1 on status of IMEI coding. After several discussions in various groups, S1 noted that an ad-hoc meeting of the GSMA TWG and GCF will discuss the IMEI issue in September 2000, and therefore suggested that 3GPP defer discussion of IMEI changes until the output from this meeting is available. It was reported that TSG CN had also decided to await the proposals from GSMA and asked TSG SA to postpone decision. It was therefore agreed to postpone any decisions on IMEI format until the results of these discussions were provided.

The status report, provided in document SP‑000369 contained also a attached liaison statement and CR in Annex 4 on Service Continuity requirements for Release 2000. This had also been seen at the TSG SA Release 2000 ad-hoc meeting. TSG SA were asked to consider the service requirements in the service continuity and handover requirements in the wider scope of the TSG SA Release 2000 planning ad-hoc and to provide guidance to SA WG1 and other groups on which requirements should be met and in what timeframe. The request was noted and relevant WGs were asked to consider this annex in order to discuss in a future meeting.

Approval of contributions from TSG-SA WG1

Approval of CRs: 

For a full list of CRs and their status from SA WG1 see Annex X.1.

TD SP‑000371: CR (R99) to 22.002 on 32 kbit/s UDI/RDI multimedia in GSM. This CR was approved.

TD SP‑000372: CRs (R99) to 22.011 on Alignment with 23.122 on selection procedure. These CRs were approved.

TD SP‑000373: CR (R99)  to 22.060 on Removal of PTM-G text from stage 1. This CR was approved.

TD SP‑000374: CRs (R99)  to 22.078 for alignment to stage 2. These CRs were approved.

TD SP‑000375: CRs (R99)  to 22.097 and 22.135 on Interaction between Multicall and MSP. These CRs were approved.

TD SP‑000376: CR (R99)  to 22.030 on Codes for defined Supplementary Services. This CR was approved.

TD SP‑000377: CR (R99)  to 22.091 on CLI presentation modifications. This CR was approved.

TD SP‑000378: CRs (R99)  to 22.071 on Correction to LCS Service Description Stage 1 for alignment. These CRs were approved.

TD SP‑000379: CRs (R99) to 22.101 on Interactions between applications requiring the access to UE resources. CR055 was withdrawn and CR056 was approved.

TD SP‑000380: CR (R99) to 21.905 on New Abbreviations and Definitions for R99. This CR was approved.

TD SP‑000406: CRs to 22.135 on Multicall. These CRs were approved. It was confirmed that there was no impact on Stages 2 and 3 (as the requirement had never been implemented in Stages 2 and 3 (realignment).

TD SP‑000426 (Revision of TD SP‑000384): CR to 22.129 on Removal of requirements for SoLSA support. This CR was approved.

TD SP‑000381: Rel4 CRs to various specs on Change of MExE name. These CRs were approved.

TD SP‑000382: Rel4 CR to 22.038 on SAT/USAT Support of Multimedia Services. This CR was approved.

TD SP‑000383: Rel4 CRs to 22.101 to implement the requirements for R2000. These CRs were approved. (It was clarified that all of these CRs had been agreed by SA WG1 Plenary meeting).

TD SP‑000429: Rel4 CRs to 22.101 to implement the requirements for R2000 Part 2. These CRs had been agreed by SA WG3 in Tåstrup, but after the meeting, a proposal to split the document into different parts was made to allow CRs to be implemented in different Releases based on TSG SA decision. TD SP‑000430 includes the split versions, with no additional changes, which were sent to SA WG1 for e-mail agreement , but were not agreed unanimously due to some confusion. The SA WG1 Chairman asked TSG SA to approve either the CRs in TD SP‑000429 or those in the split versions in TD SP‑000430. The CRs in TD SP‑000429 were withdrawn. The CRs in TD SP‑000430 were approved. It was agreed that more work is needed in this area and SA WG1 were asked to do this.

TD SP‑000385: Rel4 CR to 22.011 on Reselection attempts of GPRS terminals. This was postponed for discussion on the classification of the CR as it was considered to be an explicit technical term which caused a functional change. After discussion, the SA WG1 Chairman decided to withdraw this CR in order to have it reviewed by SA WG1 in the light of this discussion.

TD SP‑000425 (Revision of TD SP‑000386): Rel4 CRs to 22.078 for CAMEL phase 4. CRs 054, 056, 058, 059, 061 and 064 were approved.

Some discussion ensued, over the adequacy of the remaining CRs for the use of CAMEL over IP-based networks. Ericsson objected on the grounds that the term “IP telephony” was not defined in CRs. Furthermore, Ericsson believed that this issue did not follow the TSG SA#08 guidance (ref TD SP‑000337 from SA#08) and that the real requirements on control and applicability of CAMEL to the IM domain had not been fully discussed and agreed. Ericsson did not believe that it was feasible to use CAMEL in the IM subsystem. It was suggested that the principle of using CAMEL for support in the IM domain is included in the 22.078 and that if problems are found in the other groups, then it could be removed or further modified. 

The SA WG1 Chairman clarified that SA WG1 was mandated to define what is to be done, and other groups should analyze whether these requirements are feasible and implementable. 

It was further argued that there had not been full discussion within SA WG1 on this subject, but only by ad-hocs or over the e-mail for a short time. The SA WG1 Chairman clarified that these CRs had been agreed by both SA WG1 CAMEL ad hoc and plenary meeting, which includes CAMEL experts who are also involved in CN and/or SA WG2 work. It was also reported to plenary that no SA WG1 CRs are presented to TSG SA Plenary unless they have been agreed at an SA WG1 plenary meeting or by 2 week e-mail approval. CRs 051, 052, 053, 055 and 057 were postponed for off-line discussions. 

After discussion, the SA WG1 Chairman withdrew these 5 CRs for further consideration within SA WG1. SA WG1 were asked to ensure that the ongoing work was not impeded due to this delay in approval of these CRs and to strive to provide a common understanding on the services and interworking aspects in the IM domain and how these services should be controlled. SA WG1 was asked to seek co-operation with SA WG2 in this area.

The possibility of a workshop to discuss and elaborate this was suggested, to provide information into the next SA WG1 meeting. It was clarified that such a workshop would not be restricted to particular WGs, but is a workshop on service aspects or service missions for the future focused around the IM subsystem and should be open to the whole community. A draft scope for the workshop was produced in TD SP‑000490 (see agenda item 8.9).

TD SP‑000387: Rel4 CRs to 22.121 on VHE for R00. These CRs were approved.

TD SP‑000388: Rel4 CRs to 22.057 on MExE support of multimedia services. These CRs were approved.

TD SP‑000389: Rel4 CRs to various specifications for Bearer Modification without pre-notification. These CRs were approved. It was noted that the impact on the time schedule of TSG CN should be checked. CN had been informed of this and were to investigate.

TD SP‑000390: Rel4 CR to 22.002 on Deletion of bearer service BS 30 NT. This CR was approved. (It was noted that the CR cover table should indicate that the CR will produce a version 4.x.y rather than version 3.5.0).

TD SP‑000391: Rel4 CR to 22.101 on Emergency Call. This CR was approved.

TD SP‑000392: Rel4 CRs to 22.071 on LCS for R00. These CRs were approved.

TD SP‑000405: Rel4 CR to 22.101 on Text conversion for global text telephony. This CR was approved.

TD SP‑000457: Proposed CR to 22.078:Alignment with stage 2 & 3, and editorial clarification (revised TD SP‑000403). This CR was provided and introduced by Vodafone. It was suggested that the CR be postponed in order to give sufficient time for review. Due to the significant number of changes for alignment, it was agreed that this should be postponed to the next TSG SA meeting, and SA WG1 were asked to consider this for presentation to SA#10. The SA WG1 Chairman asked for any comments to be sent to Mr. Ian Park (Vodafone) as soon as possible, to facilitate easy handling and agreement in SA WG1.

Specifications and Reports:

TD SP‑000370: TS 22.228 version 1.0.0: “Service requirements for the IP Multimedia Core Network” was presented for information and was noted. Comments to SA WG1 are welcomed for the further elaboration of the document towards approval.

TD SP‑000404: TS 22.226 version 1.0.0: "Global text telephony" was presented for information and was noted. The openness of the standard (i.e. concerning the use of modems) was questioned. Comments to SA WG1 are welcomed for the further elaboration of the document towards approval.
TD SP‑000417: TS 22.127 version 1.0.0: “Service Requirement for the Open Services Access (OSA)” was presented for information and was noted. Comments to SA WG1 are welcomed for the further elaboration of the document towards approval.

Work Items:

TD SP‑000393: New work Item Descriptions for VHE and OSA. This had been rejected in SA#08 and was updated slightly and re-presented. These Work Item descriptions were approved. It was noted that the second WID should be titled “Open Services Access” (rather than NIPS) this applies also to text in the body of WID. 

Other Groups

TSG-T

During the presentation of TSG-T, there was a statement that a R99 ME need not support USIM functionality. This was questioned. It was clarified that T3 assume that if you have a GSM-only R99 mobile, it need not support the USIM application, because it uses the GSM security architecture (GSM AKA). The difference between the USIM application and the "SIM/USIM card" (UICC) was highlighted, such that a UICC which supports only the USIM application, inserted into a GSM-only R99 ME will not function, as the ME will not support the USIM application. It was reported that,the assumptions of T WG3 were agreed by SA WG3 who would follow this when confirmed as a service requirement in SA WG1. After some discussion, it became apparent that there was confusion of the mechanisms and it was reported that TS 33.102, Clause 8 contained clarification of the different scenarios.

TSG T asked clarification from TSG SA on the need for the WI on Advanced Cell Broadcast. The work item had not progressed for some time and deletion was considered. Alain Sultan reported that after a warning that the WI would be deleted if no progress was made, it had already been removed from the Project plan. A study was suggested to check the scope and feasibility of the advanced cell broadcast in 3G networks. TSG SA endorsed the deletion of the WI and agreed that a feasibility study should be set up on this by SA WG1 with cooperation of TSGs RAN, T.

Project and Release Planning

GTT

It was noted that the Global text Telephony Stage 2 was planned for March 2001 by SA WG2, but this had slipped to June 2001 due to the slippage of the Stage 1 in SA WG1.

Release management

Document SP‑000477 contained some draft Principles of 3GPP Work Planning and a Release Mechanism proposed by the SA ad hoc on the subject.

 The main Principles are outlined below:

-
A release shall consist of a well-defined, stable and internally consistent set of functions;

-
A release shall be documented in a maintained, consistent stream of specifications;

-
Essential corrections to a stable or frozen release shall be included in the applicable release;

-
New or changed functionality shall be included in new (rather than retrospectively in old) releases.

It was noted that some of the other basic principles of the work of TSG SA need to be included.

The workshop proposed that in order to de-couple the Release from the Calendar Year, that Releases should be identified by a number corresponding to the major version number for specifications in that Release. e.g. Release 2000 becomes Release 4 (Rel4), the following release will be Release 5 (Rel5), etc..

The timing of Releases should be identified and maintained in the Project plan (i.e. a “3GPP Road Map”). The content of the Release should be based upon the work plan with a well defined closing time for the content of a Release (6 – 9 months before completion of a particular Release).

TSG SA were asked by the workshop to endorse the following points:

-
The principles discussed in section 1 of TD SP‑000477;

-
The principle described in section 2 as “Proposed 3GPP release organisation” for handling documents;

-
Extend and maintain the work plan to include items beyond what so far has been known as R00;

-
Release mechanism principles discussed in section 3.

A clarification of the freezing of a feature was made, in that the approval of specifications may still allow update (via CRs) before freezing as well as after freezing. The point of freezing is a milestone for when a WI's functionality is stabilized.

A request to include these principles in a more permanent document was made, it was suggested that this be inserted into the working methods document (TR 21.900) in a suitable format in order to preserve the information. This proposal was agreed and a CR would be required for this, which would be drafted by MCC for approval at SA#10.

The 4 principle points above were then endorsed by TSG SA. 

Document SP‑000462 conatained a liaison statement on Work Planning Principles. This was introduced by the TSG CN Chairman and confirmed that TSG CN have adopted the following principles and ask TSG SA to endorse them:

-
the de-coupling of standards releases (versions of the standards) from the year on year deliverable approach

-
that the stage 2 and 3 of the IP Multimedia Subsystem are included in the same release of the specifications (Currently UE-CSCF SIP stage 3 is scheduled for completion by Dec 01).

-
that there is no priority or precedence given to Release 4 over Release 5 when working the feature in the working groups. Generally, for future parallel working releases there should be no priority or precedence given of one release over another.

These principles were endorsed by SA and it was noted that the priorities are based upon the priority of individual WIs and not on a particular Release (e.g. Release X could be started before completion of Release X-1).

