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General 
There is a growing interest across many Communication Service Providers (CSPs) and their suppliers into the opportunities presented by Autonomous Networks (AN) and Services to substantially improve operational efficiency and enable service innovations through intelligence-driven self-operating of networks and services. 
TM FORUM started an official project on Autonomous Networks Project (ANP) since July 2019. The scope of the project consists of:
· User stories/use cases
· Vision & roadmap
· Business requirements and architecture
· Technical architecture
The vision of Autonomous Networks in TM FORUM:
· The long term vision is to provide innovative ICT infrastructure, capabilities and services with “Zero X” (zero wait, zero touch, zero trouble, zero friction) experience for the users of vertical industries and consumers through Self-X capabilities (self-serving, self-fulfilling, self-assuring), which makes them simpler to consume by the users, and leaves the implementation complexity with the providers.
· Autonomous Networks are likely to evolve step by step according to different autonomous levels, with corresponding services and capabilities.
The framework of Autonomous Networks consists of “3-layer, 4-closed-loop” which cover from business operation layer to the network layer, i.e. 
· 3-layers: business operations layer, service operations layer and resource operations layers, and 
· 4-closed loops: resource closed loop, service closed loop, business closed loop and more importantly user closed loop from an E2E user perspective.
TM FORUM Autonomous network project had published the following documents:
1. Whitepaper: “Autonomous Networks: Empowering Digital Transformation For Telecoms Industry”, May 2019 
2. IG1193 “Cross-Industry Autonomous Networks – Vision and Roadmap v1.0”, October 2019
3. IG1218 “Autonomous Networks Business Requirements & Architecture v1.0”, July 2020, which defined basic concept, vision, framework, autonomous network levels, user stories category, business requirements, architecture and capabilities, as well as example use cases for Autonomous Networks. 
Further detailed information can be found in attached publications.
TM FORUM Next steps:
· TM FORUM is now working on the enhanced version of Autonomous Networks Business Requirements & Architecture 1.1 and Autonomous Networks Technical Requirements & Architecture 1.0, and Whitepaper R2.0. All of them are targeted to be published in Oct 2020. 
· -TM FORUM is seeking the Cross SDO collaboration, starting from this information sharing Liaison and planning a Multi-SDO collaboration workshop in Oct 2020.

Cross-SDO collaboration proposal:
We noticed that recently Autonomous Network initiatives are being progressed in multiple SDOs. We believe that alignment on Autonomous Network concept, vision, framework and key topics, and discussion on the responsibility and collaboration for the future works would best guide the industry to progress in a coordinated way on this topic.
Given that AN initiatives are being progressed in multiple SDO, it would be beneficial for the industry to hold a Cross SDO workshop to review activities, identify key topics and gaps across multiple SDOs towards an industry collaboration ecosystem on Autonomous Networks. 

Invitation to Cross-SDO Collaboration Workshop on Autonomous Networks
TM Forum is willing to organize a virtual workshop in the last week of September (29th or 30th) to kick off the collaboration discussion on the Autonomous Network. We invite representatives from your organization to the virtual workshop, share information on autonomous network related work in your organization, and also your suggestions on future collaborations. 
The suggested virtual workshop objectives are:
1. Share information and ideas on the vision, key points and activities of each organizations developing AN solutions using their unique domain skills.
1. Discuss the gaps and key topics in industry activities for reaching industry consensus and building the collaboration ecosystem for E2E AN blueprint.
1. Establish the collaboration proposal and technical topics of common interest as the basis for subsequent multi-SDO discussions for Autonomous Networks.
At this stage, we would like to: 
· Solicit feedback on key topics that you believe would benefit from a discussion at this virtual workshop.
· Secure your organizations’ interest and commitment in principle to participate in this virtual workshop.
Please advise if you can support this proposal by sending one or more representatives and indicating available date for the virtual workshop. Your early reply would be very much appreciated, to help us finalize the virtual workshop agenda.
We look forward to your feedback and the opportunity for collaboration.




Concluding Remarks
We look forward to your feedback on the enclosed documents on the virtual workshop / collaboration proposal.

Regards,

Cecilia Ortega Lagos
TM Forum
Enc:

1. Whitepaper: “Autonomous Networks: Empowering Digital Transformation For Telecoms Industry”, Release 1.0, 15th May 2019 
2. IG1193 “Cross-Industry Autonomous Networks – Vision and Roadmap v1.0.1”, 4th October 2019
3. IG1218 “Autonomous Networks Business Requirements & Architecture v1.0.0”, 8th July 2020, 
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