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3GPP SA1 delegates:

CableLabs would like to thank 3GPP for progressing the release 16 5WWC work item towards specification completion. This work item enables the connectivity to 5GC with hybrid-fibre coaxial (HFC) access network technologies specified by CableLabs.

Many devices (e.g, laptops, security cameras, etc) today that use the HFC access network do not support 3GPP access technologies and the NAS (Network Access Stratum). Furthermore, these devices do not use 3GPP credentials to access the HFC networks.

CableLabs works with its member operators to identify priority use cases for the 3GPP 5G Core with the HFC access network. One use case of interest is for the operator’s 5G core network to service the existing devices behind the HFC residential GW or enterprise GW. There devices do not have 3GPP RAT, NAS, or 3GPP credentials. It is important to support customer devices within the context of wireline access. Support for such devices will allow the 5G core to provide services to wide range of wireline customers. 
CableLabs believes that those requirements for non-public networks [i.e., suitable framework, (e.g., EAP) allowing alternative (e.g., to AKA) authentication methods with non-3GPP identities and credentials to be used for UE network access authentication] can be applied for devices without 3GPP RAT when served by 5G system, in order to meet its member operator’s requirements for Release 16 in 5WWC with HFC access network.
CableLabs kindly asks SA1 to update its specification to clarify that “suitable framework (e.g., EAP) allowing alternative (e.g., to AKA) authentication methods with non-3GPP identities and credentials to be used for UE network access authentication” can apply to a UE without 3GPP RAT. 

We are looking forward to continuing our collaboration.
Regards,

CableLabs

