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1. 
Introduction
As mentioned in the summary for INOBEARRAN, the maximum number of EPS bearers has previously been limited to 8 since Rel-8 but it has become apparent that more than 8 radio bearers are needed to simultaneously support all the services that operators have been introducing. TSG SA agreed to work on a Rel-15 Work Item [1], which is a counterpart of INOBEARRAN, to ensure that 15 EPS bearers can be supported by the core network. 
2.
Summary
This Work Item, in conjunction with the changes made for INOBEARRAN, allows for 8 or 15 bearers when attached to WB-E_UTRAN access. (This applies also for dual connectivity using E-UTRAN access.)
E-UTRAN idle mode mobility and handover procedures are updated to support the additional EPS bearers. In networks that are only partly upgraded, mobility procedures to target nodes that do not support 15 EPS bearers result in bearers being released based on existing error handling procedures. Bearers will also be released if a UE that supports 15 bearers moves to UTRAN or GERAN, as GPRS core network and Radio Access networks do not support 15 PDP contexts.

To minimize the impact of releasing bearers as a result of mobility to non-supporting target nodes the MME should be able to allocate EPS bearer IDs in such way that the bearers with higher operator preference will be preserved in case of mobility involving legacy target nodes.
It is necessary for all PDN GWs in a PLMN to support 15 EPS bearers, and MME’s can be configured to take into account whether the HPLMN supports 15 EPS bearers when selecting a PDN GW for a supporting UE. Inter-PLMN handover is also based on MME configuration.
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