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Abstract of the contribution:

Plan for “Next Generation Architecture” RAN and SA coordination, and between Working Groups. 
Introduction
Designing a new system generation is the most challenging task for 3GPP, as basically every part of the overall system might be affected. It is obvious that this effort increases the need for inter-WG and inter-TSG coordination. Inter-WG and inter-TSG coordination is a continuous and diversified process, including LSs exchanged between WGs, reports and joint sessions between TSGs. In the crucial area of Next Generation Architecture, new architecture and/or service principles or paradigms may be considered, which do not necessarily exactly match the established work split between TSGs and WGs. It is possible that unaligned or incompatible approaches may arise, e.g. because decisions are made late in the process and in isolation by different WGs. In order to avoid wasting WG resources and risk delays, it is necessary to plan for sufficient opportunities for inter-WG and inter-TSG planning and communication in advance.
There are both technical aspects and work structuring considerations (e.g. phasing of objectives) for the working groups to consider, and project management aspects (prioritization, timing, etc.) that may arise for TSGs.
The initial idea was an SA-RAN 'workshop' in 2H 2016 to address above mentioned issue. However, a Workshop would require additional travel by standards delegates at exactly the time that they should work to conclude the architecture study. The proposal presented here is instead to encourage appropriate use of above mentioned mechanisms for planning and coordination (LSs, etc.) at both the WG & TSG level. Accordingly, affected WGs and the TSGs are encouraged to prepare for any potentially needed joint session in line with the (anticipated) work plan and work status.
Project Aspects

The Next Generation work will achieve an IMT-2020 submission by Dec. 2019. It has been agreed to split the work into 3 releases. Rel-14 will focus on a study of Next Generation Radio and Network Architecture. 
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For work on Next Generation Architecture to complete on time with normative results in Rel-15, coordinated decisions will be taken in a timely way for WIDs, priorities and timing for architecture work.
(1) What are the goals / objectives of the Next Generation Architecture work?
(2) Timing for work: e.g. what scenarios and/or architecture(s) (if there are options) need to be developed when (by which release?)
Proposal: answer the questions (1-2) in the form of one or more Next Generation Architecture WID(s) for TSG SA#74 (12.16) approval.
Before approving those WID(s), the activities of all WGs whose work will impact the Next Generation Architecture will be considered (i.e. from RAN WGs, SA2, SA3, etc.). TSG RAN and SA will answer the questions (1-2, above), even if applicable WIDs or topics in concerned groups are not explicitly named or exclusively focussed on Next Generation Architecture.
Until that time, it is expected that all WGs studying Next Generation Architecture will proceed with their work, coordinate with other WGs as necessary and prepare one (or more) WID(s). As the goal of completing normative work for next generation network in Rel-15 is ambitious and system aspects are still under development, there may be a decent extent of coordination needed at the working group level (between SA2, SA3 and RAN WGs) in order to answer the above questions (and more) at a technical level and to reasonably structure (e.g. phase) the work and fulfilling the objectives. This includes planning opportunities for interaction between SA2, SA3 and RAN WGs, e.g. during their May meetings in 2017 and at the Megameeting (Nov 2016). 
In the same way, an opportunity will be planned for coordination between RAN and SA, i.e. a joint meeting will be planned for TSG#74 to prepare for any potential discussions and decisions with regard to the Next Generation WID(s) that are expected that time.
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