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Abstract: This contribution discusses the views of the US Department of Commerce for the Terms of Reference for SA6.
Generally speaking, the US Department of Commerce supports the current version of the Terms of Reference for SA6. There are a few topics related to the Terms of Reference for SA6 that are worth a more in depth discussion, specifically, the development of appropriate use cases and requirements within SA6, and where work will start that has an impact on SA6.
We believe that the development of use cases and requirements is useful at any level of standards development (stage 1, 2, or 3) as long as those use cases and requirements are appropriate to the Terms of Reference for the particular working group. In this case, for SA6, we believe that use cases and requirements will be a good tool in the development of application architecture requirements given the current draft Terms of Reference, but we want to ensure that such use cases and requirements don’t stray into areas of other working groups, most specifically SA1, which has developed the service requirements for mission critical push to talk.

Another issue that has been discussed is where work should appropriately start for public safety in the context of now having SA6. Our goal in coming to 3GPP for the development of LTE standards that meet public safety’s needs is to modify both the standards and the working process of 3GPP as little as possible. We want to ensure that the solutions that we end up with for public safety are also solutions that are part of the larger commercial marketplace. We strongly believe that if work is allowed to start in SA6 rather than in SA1, with the development of service requirements, we will effectively be creating a market niche that doesn’t have the full attention of the LTE industry given that not all of the vendors involved in SA1 will necessarily participate in SA6.

