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Abstract of the contribution:

This paper proposes changes to the draft Terms of Reference for TSG SA WG6, Critical Communications Applications, from the SA6 Convenor as provided in SP-140645 for approval. 

Discussion
During the August 26-27 3GPP, OMA and ETSI Critical Communication Workshop in Montreal, 3GPP, OMA and ETSI agreed to create a dedicated specialized group within 3GPP to do all Mission Critical work. 3GPP was encouraged to come up with a work organization proposal for this dedicated specialized group to reside in 3GPP.

What is most important is to determine the best way forward for the generation and maintenance of a single set of global standards for the entire Critical Communications, including Public Safety, global community. The hope is that 3GPP creates a long-term application level standards development environment that attracts other standards development organizations (SDO) to join directly and/or work in conjunction with 3GPP while de-motivating other SDOs from developing directly competitive Critical Communications application level standards. This may require 3GPP to be open to doing things differently for the application level than it has traditionally done for the transport level in order to truly meet the immediate and long term needs of the global Critical Communications, including Public Safety, community.
To achieve success and meet the long term needs of the global Critical Communications, including Public Safety, community, SA6 should be defined with the following characteristics.

· Enable interoperable, transport agnostic, application development environment by Critical Communications, including Public Safety, users around the world (i.e., enable global interoperable Critical Communications and/or Public Safety “App Stores”)

· Long term focus - spanning the completion of Release 13 and subsequent future Releases 14, 15, etc.

· Scope to include Mission Critical and Business Critical application level functionality (i.e., above transport level functionality - e.g., 3GPP currently defined IMS, EPS, ProSe, etc. functionality)

· Scope to include interoperability, interworking and/or interconnection with all transport level technologies required by any Critical Communications, including Public Safety, deployment (e.g., 3GPP LTE, P25, TETRA, TETRAPOL, PMR, DMR, WiFi, satellite, 3G, DSL, etc.)

· Scope to include interoperability, interworking and/or interconnection with all application level technologies required by any Critical Communications, including Public Safety, deployment (e.g., any SIP based, any non-SIP based, etc.)

· Responsible for complete set of application level requirements (based on stage 1 service and feature requirements when available), architecture, interface and protocol Technical Reports and Technical Specifications

· Ability to reference existing 3GPP and non-3GPP application level standards and transport level standards where necessary (without redefining them)

· Agility to develop application level standards in a short period of time; including ability to define application level standards that incorporate current transport level capabilities as they exist, rather than wait for transport level standards enhancements, then quickly update the application level standards when the transport level standards enhancements are completed 

Based on many meetings and discussions since the Montreal Workshop, the SA6 Convenor has proposed a TSG SA WG6 Terms of Reference in SP-140645. The changes provided in the Proposal section of this contribution help ensure the creation of a dedicated specialized group within 3GPP that would meet the needs of the entire Critical Communications, including Public Safety, global community – as envisioned and agree during the August 26-27 3GPP, OMA and ETSI Critical Communication Workshop in Montreal
Proposal
It is proposed the following changes (highlighted in yellow) to the Convenor’s draft Terms of Reference for TSG SA WG6 (SP-140645) are discussed as part of the SA approval of the Terms of Reference:

Definition, evolution and maintenance of technical report(s) and technical specification(s) for application layerlevel functional elements and interfaces supporting communications, including:

Identification and definition of application level functional requirements, based on stage 1 service and feature requirements when available
Provision of application level functional requirements to other 3GPP WGs, according to their expertise, where additional functionality needs to be specified that impacts existing architecture, reference points, interfaces, protocols or transport bearer capabilities provided by the 3GPP-based system (e.g. IMS, EPS, ProSe)
Allocation and definition of application functions to particular subsystems and elements

Identification and definition of relevant application architectural aspects (including both network and terminal aspects)
Identification and definition of reference points for interactions between application functional elements
Generation Identification and definition of information flows between reference points within scope
Identification and definition of application protocols

Based on clearly identified service and feature requirements and in co-operation with the other 3GPP WGs, identify application related architecture, functional elements, interfaces, reference points, and identification of application protocols required to support communication applications that utilise 3GPP-based systems.
Identify and provide application level functional requirements to other 3GPP WGs, according to their expertise, where additional functionality needs to be specified that impacts existing architecture, reference points, interfaces, protocols or transport bearer capabilities provided by the 3GPP-based system (e.g. IMS, EPS, ProSe).
Design, specify and maintain application level requirements, architecture, interface(s) and information flow(s) to support interworking with other critical communication applications in collaboration with the relevant SDOs.

Work with relevant groups from other SDOs to make use of expertise available to support the development of specifications under the responsibility of SA6.
Application level standards that do not require changes to 3GPP-based system (e.g. IMS, EPS, ProSe) may be developed independent from transport level standards.
Initially Mission Critical and Business Critical Communications (e.g. Mission Critical Push To Talk) will be the focus of work.


