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Thank you for the LS (SP-140640) informing us of the organisation within 3GPP for standardising Mission Critical Push To Talk (PTT) and the formation of Working Group SA6.  ETSI TC TCCE fully supports forming a dedicated group for MCPTT and potentially other mission critical applications serving the Critical Communications community.

TC TCCE would recommend that the Terms of Reference and working arrangements of SA6 are made as flexible as possible, to allow the group to take full responsibility for the end to end standardisation of mission critical applications, and in particular to allow the group to consider and analyse requirements derived from the behaviour of existing technologies, such as TETRA, where appropriate.

We note that the CT groups would retain responsibility for protocols within their current remit.  We would strongly urge that SA6 is given responsibility for specifying the full detailed stage 3 protocols which operate at the application level between mobile application and application server.  We also recommend that the aspects of security relevant to the application are also considered from the start of work, as the appropriate level of security is essential for the Critical Communications (and in particular the Public Safety) communities.

TCCE would also recommend that 3GPP empower SA6 to be as responsive as possible to future application services for the Mission Critical community, and allow work items to be started or extended outside the normal release cycle.  TCCE have found that the mission critical community can develop urgent requirements which have to be addressed as quickly as possible.

Best regards

Brian Murgatroyd
Chairman 
ETSI TC TCCE
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