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This CR was first presented during TSGs #47. The meeting report of SA#47 indicates a widespread wish to see CR numbers allocated sooner rather than later in the lifecycle, to enable maximum traceability of ideas and their evolution. Only one voice was raised with a counter-argument that some very busy working groups might find it too time consuming to allocate CR numbers until after CRs were agreed (implying that CRs which fell by the wayside would never get a CR number at all). Furthermore, all delegates contributing to the discussion were in favour of working towards a common methodology in all working groups. 
No decision on changing the TSG Working Procedures was arrived at during the meeting, and WG (vice‑)chairmen were encouraged to continue the discussions on the "Leaders" exploder. However, examination of the Leaders exploder list archive for the period following SA#47 shows that no discussion took place on the subject.
Now, in late 2014, 3GPP as at the eve of the introduction of the 3GPP Ultimate platform, which will harmonize much of the administrative procedures throughout all 3GPP groups. Any TDoc of type "CR" will automatically be allocated a CR number from the moment of creation, thus satisfying the majority opinion of delegates as expressed some four years ago. Therefore, it is now appropriate to align the formal rules with the soon-to-be-universal practice, and thus 21.900 CR0043r1 is raised again, proposing an identical change to that offered in rev 1 of the CR.
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