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1. Overall Description:

3GPP TSG SA would like to thank SA5 for the LS on Governance Structure and Working Procedures for FMC Management Specification Process (SP-110406). 3GPP TSG SA has also reviewed the reply from SA5 to the Invitation to a Multiple Standard Development Organization Meeting (SP-110362) as well as the subsequent reply from TM Forum (SP-110412).

3GPP TSG SA supports the intention to define clearly how SA5 cooperates with other SDOs and Fora for the standardization of converged network management. 3GPP TSG SA understands that the SA5 proposal is a starting point and provides the basis for opening the discussion with other organizations on a peer to peer basis. This initiative is highly welcome by the industry since it addresses a major gap in the current FMC activities.

3GPP TSG SA would like to remind that such organisational aspects are usually considered in 3GPP as a matter for resolution at TSG level. Consequently, 3GPP TSG SA will act as the focal point within 3GPP, for contacts with other organizations involved in converged network management. In this context, participation to activities with other SDOs and Fora will be discussed and decided at TSG level, taking SA5 expertise into account.

Regarding the July multi-SDO workshop proposed by TM Forum, 3GPP TSG SA shares the concerns already raised by SA5. 3GPP TSG SA fully supports a multi-SDO initiative to address operators’ requirements on converged network management, but in order to succeed it is essential that neutrality and transparency of this initiative are guaranteed. More generally, 3GPP TSG SA clearly prefers NGMN as a neutral partner to facilitate and lead this initiative instead of a single SDO or Forum driving this.

3GPP TSG SA understood that NGMN will call a multi-SDO meeting in the next few months. This timing would be much more appropriate in order to synchronize with the work currently in progress in the NGMN NGCOR project. Additionally, 3GPP TSG SA cannot clearly see at this stage which organizations effectively committed participation in the July workshop proposed by TM Forum. From 3GPP point of view we are still in the process to check the availability of representatives to participate as the workshop falls in the middle of holiday season for delegates. 

If this workshop cannot be postponed and merged with the upcoming NGMN multi-SDO meeting, we would suggest considering it as an exchange of information, not binding for participants. We would prefer to hold the first official multi-SDO meeting after the NGMN partner meeting and TSG SA#53 meeting, both to be held in September 2011. This would allow the participants to prepare the agenda and contributions, and agree on proper representation of the SDOs. 

3GPP TSG SA is looking forward to coordinate more actively with SA5, TM Forum and NGMN on the above aspects.
2. Actions:

To SA5

ACTION: 
3GPP TSG SA kindly asks SA5 to continue involving 3GPP TSG SA in discussions on governance structure and working procedures and refer to 3GPP TSG SA for any decision related to cooperation with external entities.

To TM Forum

ACTION: 
3GPP TSG SA kindly asks TM Forum to consider the possibility to align more closely with NGMN on the timing and set-up for launching multi-SDO activities.

3. Date of Next TSG-SA Meetings:

TSG-SA Meeting #53 
19th – 21st September 2011
Fukuoka, Japan.

TSG-SA Meeting #54
12th – 14th December 2011
Berlin, Germany.

