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	Reason for change:
(

	The wide support of the UICC high-speed interface by Mobile Equipments is desirable to allow the end-users and network operators to take full advantage of this new interface.

First when the end user buys a new phone, he expects better services. He also expects to preserve his personal data and access to his favourite operator's applications. Let's consider a typical example. A user buys a bundled offer where the high-speed UICC and terminal are provided together. A year later the user decides to buy a new fashionable phone on the web or in a store, outside the operator distribution channel. The user finds out that he cannot access his personal data stored on his high-speed UICC and can no longer enjoy and consume the UICC-hosted operator services. This will result in bad user experience, customer care solicitation and the user may also decide to return the mobile to the store. This will also result in revenue loss for the operator.

Therefore at some point in time all new handsets shall support the new high-speed interface to ensure a consistent user experience and to secure operators revenues over their investments. 

3GPP endeavoured to define a migration path from SIM to USIM by mandating the USIM support to terminals two releases after the USIM creation. The UICC high-speed interface has been defined in release 7. It is about time to schedule a migration path from legacy to high-speed UICC interface. Note that the High speed interface was designed to allow the replacement of the existing ISO interface by the high-speed interface after a migration period (this design principle was widely supported). Mandating the support of the high-speed interface to terminals is the next logical step to realize this envisaged migration path. If the migration to the high-speed interface is not scheduled and planned, two interfaces will have to be maintained for a longer period, which is never advisable as it will seriously induce fragmentation in the mobile and UICC market. Convergence should be favoured and not fragmentation.

The high-speed interface provides the UICC with IP connectivity and high-speed data channel which allow a better and easy integration of the future UICC services in the new all-IP EPS networks.
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13.2.2
Fast Access and Retrieval of Data from UICC

The ME shall support the "high speed" interface  as defined in TS 31.101 [36]. 

This interface shall allow fast access and retrieval of data to support functionalities requiring large amounts of data to be transferred to and from the UICC. Examples include: 

-
on-card web servers

-
rapid access to data stored on the UICC, e.g. phone book, PLMN lists or user data

A UICC/ME interface supporting this "high speed" interface shall be backward compatible with the TS 102 221 interface specified in 3GPP TS 31.101 [36].
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