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5.3.3.1
General

RTSP requires a presentation description. SDP shall be used as the format of the presentation description for both PSS clients and servers. PSS servers shall provide and PSS clients interpret the SDP syntax according to the SDP specification [6] and appendix C of [5]. The SDP delivered to the PSS client shall declare the media types to be used in the session using a codec specific MIME media type for each media. MIME media types to be used in the SDP file are described in clause 5.4 of the present document.

The SDP [6] specification requires certain fields to always be included in an SDP file. Apart from this a PSS server shall always include the following fields in the SDP:

-
"a=control:" according to clauses C.1.1, C.2 and C.3 in [5];

-
"a=range:" according to clause C.1.5 in [5];

-
"a=rtpmap:" according to clause 6 in [6];

-
"a=fmtp:" according to clause 6 in [6].

When an SDP document is generated for media stored in a 3GP file, each control URL defined at the media-level “a=control:” field shall include a stream identifier in the last segment of the path component of the URL.  The value of the stream id shall be defined by the track-ID field in the track header (tkhd) box associated with the media track.  When a PSS server receives a  set-up request for a stream, it shall use the stream identifier specified in the URL to map the request to a media track with a matching track-ID field in the 3GP file.  Stream identifiers shall be expressed using the following syntax:

streamIdentifier 
= <stream-id-token>"="<stream-id>

stream-id-token 
= 1*alpha

stream-id
= 1*digit

The bandwidth field in SDP is needed by the client in order to properly set up QoS parameters.  Therefore, a PSS server shall include the “b=AS:” and "b=TIAS:" and "a=maxprate" [93] fields at the media level for each media stream in SDP, and should include "b=TIAS" and "a=maxprate" at session level. A PSS client shall interpret all of these fields. If both bandwidth modifiers are present, "b=TIAS" should be used, however it may be missing in content produced according to earlier releases. When a PSS client receives SDP, it should ignore the session level “b=AS:” parameter (if present), and instead calculate session bandwidth from the media level bandwidth values of the relevant streams. If "b=TIAS" and "a=maxprate" is present at session level, it should be used in preference over the media level values, as session level can provide a more accurate description of the needed session bandwidth when aggregating several media streams together. A PSS client shall also handle the case where the bandwidth parameters are not present, since this may occur when connecting to a Release-4 server.

Note that for RTP based applications , ‘b=AS:’ gives the RTP "session bandwidth'' (including UDP/IP overhead) as defined in section 6.2 of [9].

The bandwidth for RTCP traffic shall be described using the "RS" and "RR" SDP bandwidth modifiers, as specified by [55]. The "RS" SDP bandwidth modifier indicates the RTCP bandwidth allocated to the sender (i.e. PSS server) and "RR" indicates the RTCP bandwidth allocated to the receiver (i.e. PSS client).  A PSS server shall include the "b=RS:" and "b=RR:" fields at the media level for each media stream in SDP, and a PSS client shall interpret them. A PSS client shall also handle the case where the bandwidth modifier is not present according to section 3 of [55], since this may occur when connecting to a Release-4 server. 

There shall be a limit on the allowed RTCP bandwidth for senders and receivers in a session. This limit is defined as follows:

-
4000 bps for the RS field (at media level);

-
5000 bps for the RR field (at media level).


In Annex A.2.1 an example SDP in which the limit for the total RTCP bandwidth is 5% of the session bandwidth is presented.

Media which has an SDP description that include an open ended range (format=startvalue-) in any time format in the SDP attribute "a=range", e.g. "a=range: npt=now-", or "a=range: clock=20030825T152300Z-", shall be considered media of unknown length. Such a media shall be considered as non-seekable, unless other attributes override this property.

The "t=", "r=", and "z=" SDP parameters are used to indicate when the described session is active and can be used to filter out obsolete SDP files. PSS clients and servers shall support "t=", "r=", and "z=" as specified in [6]. 

When creating an SDP for a streaming session, one should try to come up with the most accurate estimate of time that the session is active. The "t=", "r=", and "z=" SDP parameters are used for this purpose, i.e., to indicate when the described session is active. If the time at which a session is active is known to be only for a limited period, the "t=", "r=", and "z=" attributes should be filled out appropriately (per [6], the "t=" shall be sent and usually contains non-zero values, possibly using the "r=" and "z=" parameters).  If the stop-time is set to zero, the session is not bounded, though it will not become active until after the start-time. If the start-time is also zero, the session is regarded as permanent.  A session should only be marked as permanent ("t=0 0") if the session is going to be available for a significantly long period of time or if the start and stop times are not known at the time of SDP file creation. Recommendations for what is considered a significant time is present in the SDP specification [6].
IPv6 addresses in SDP descriptions shall be supported according to RFC 4566 [6].

NOTE: The SDP parsers and/or interpreters shall be able to accept NULL values in the 'c=' field (e.g. 0.0.0.0 in IPv4 case). This may happen when the media content does not have a fixed destination address. For more details, see Section C.1.7 of [5] and Section 6 of [6].
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