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1. Overall Description:

CT plenary has discussed the LS from CT4 and SA3 on the introduction of a MAP based Interface (Zh') for GBA usage with an HLR. 

SA3 has asked CT4 to introduce an MAP based interface between the BSF and an HLR and has done the necessary stage 2 requirements to provide this. 
CT4 discussions concluded that this interface should only be provided to a pre-Rel-6 HLR and so in Rel-7 specifications this can only be specified in Informative annexes. There exists already a specified Interface between the BSF and an HSS based using Diameter (introduced in Rel-6) and so CT4 were concerned about support of multiple options of signalling on the Zh interface. SA3 indicated in their response LS that they had concluded that the Zh' MAP specification should be provided in normative specification in Rel-7. A MAP based Interface would be only needed if there exists in Rel-7, an HSS without Diameter support i.e. a standalone Rel-7 HLR. It is the understanding of CT that an HSS without IMS support is only a pre-Release 6 HLR (A Release 5 based HSS does not have a Zh interface.)

The assumptions of CT4 and SA3 are not inline. In CT4's understanding a MAP based Zh' interface is only valid for an interworking scenario between a BSF (existing in Rel-6) to an pre-Release 6 HLR. SA3 assumes that MAP based Zh' has to be supported to interwork with an HLR that has been enhanced to evaluate with requesting type node type value BSF of MAP protocol i.e. called a "Release-7 HLR". 


The question to be answered by SA: Does a Rel-7 HSS exist in the architecture with HLR functionality only (Stand-alone Rel-7 HLR)? If so, normative specification can exist in Rel-7 for a MAP based Zh'. If not, then in Rel-7 specifications, a MAP based Zh' can only be provided in an informative annex.
CT Plenary has decided to refer the CR in CP-070319 (C4-070877) 29.109 0036r2 "HLR support for BSF" which provide the MAP based Zh' in an informative annex in Rel-7 back to CT4 for more discussion upon reception of clearer  architectural guidance from SA plenary. 

2. Actions:

To SA group.

ACTION: 


To provide answers to the following questions:
1. Is it correct according to the Rel-7 architecture to have an HSS without IMS support, i.e. a stand-alone Rel-7 HLR that does not have a Diameter interface? 
2. Is an HSS which has only HLR functionality aligned with the current understanding of the architecture defined in TS 23.002?

3. Is it a valid option for a Rel-7 BSF to retrieve Authentication Vectors from a Pre-Rel-6 HLR?

3. Date of Next TSG-CT Meetings:

TSG-CT Meeting #37 
12th – 14th September 2007
Riga, LATVIA.

