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Technical Specification Group Services and System Aspects
TSGS#33(06)0670
Meeting #33, 25 - 28 September 2006,

Palm Springs, California, USA

3GPP RAN Chairman

François Courau
The Next Generation Mobile Networks (NGMN) operator members welcome the progress shown on radio performance in the last three months as part of 3GPP’s LTE study item. Although with significant reservations regarding the IPR regime, the operator members of NGMN together support the approval of the 3GPP LTE work items.
To ensure the success of LTE in the market, NGMN operators identified key requirements such as a predictable and transparent IPR regime and achievement of a technical performance that is significantly higher than HSPA, whilst trying to maintain current timelines for 3GPP-LTE standardization.

As industry leaders serving over 30% of the world’s mobile subscribers, NGMN operators support the approval of the LTE work items to maintain positive momentum on the LTE development path. However, NGMN expects resolution of the IPR regime within the next six months. Furthermore we request that the radio performance is continuously assessed during the work item phase by defining appropriate milestones to ensure that highest performance is achieved. Because these are principal requirements for NGMN, our activities to secure satisfactory results will also apply to activities in other technology fora.

NGMN operators will regularly assess progress in creating an appropriate IPR regime and addressing the radio performance concerns. These issues are key technology selection criteria for NGMN operators and impact the prospects for success and growth for players in each link of the value chain.


NGMN will aggressively seek to meet our stated requirements, including turning more team energies toward vetting alternate paths/solutions to meet white paper requirements for Next Generation Mobile Networks.

With Kind Regards,

Thomas Geitner

Chief Executive Officer, New Businesses & Innovation
Vodafone Group, PLC
Hamid Akhavan 
Chief Technical Officer
T-Mobile, International, AG & Co. KG

Vivek Badrinath
Executive VP, Products, Technology and Innovation
Orange SA 

Takanori Utano
Member of the Board and Executive Vice President,
Chief Technical Officer
NTT DoCoMo, Inc.                  

Dr. Horst Lennertz
Advisor and Former Chief Technical Officer
KPN Mobile N.V.

Barry West                    
Chief Technology Officer 
Sprint Nextel Corporation

Sha Yuejia
Vice President
China Mobile
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