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************************************* FIRST AMENDMENT **************************************’

Introduction

MBMS is a point-to-multipoint service in which data is transmitted from a single source entity to multiple recipients. Transmitting the same data to multiple recipients allows network resources to be shared.

The MBMS bearer service offers two modes:

· Broadcast Mode.
· Multicast Mode.
MBMS user services can be built on top of the MBMS bearer service. Further, the MBMS User Services may use other UMTS bearer services to deliver data. The present document specifies two delivery methods for the MBMS user services: download and streaming. Examples of applications using the download delivery method are news and software upgrades. Delivery of live music is an example of an application using the streaming delivery method.
There can be several MBMS user services. The objective of the present document is the definition of a set of media codecs, formats and transport/application protocols to enable the deployment of MBMS user services. The present document takes into consideration the need to maximize the reuse of components of already specified services like PSS and MMS.

1
Scope

The present document defines a set of media codecs, formats and transport/application protocols to enable the deployment of MBMS user services over either the MBMS bearer service or other UMTS Bearer Services within the 3GPP system.
In this version of the specification, only MBMS download and streaming delivery methods are specified. The present document does not preclude the use of other delivery methods.

The present document includes information applicable to network operators, service providers and manufacturers.
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3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in 3GPP TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply:
Broadcast session: See 3GPP TS 22.146 [2].

Forward Error Correction (FEC): in the context of MBMS, a FEC mechanism is used at the application layer to allow MBMS receivers to recover lost SDUs
FLUTE channel: equivalent to an ALC/LCT channel
An ALC/LCT channel is defined by the combination of a sender and an address associated with the channel by the sender (RFC 3926 [9]).
Multicast joining: See 3GPP TS 22.146 [2].
Multicast session: See 3GPP TS 22.146 [2].
Multimedia Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMS): See 3GPP TS 22.146 [2].
MBMS user services: MBMS User Service may use more than one Multimedia Broadcast/Multicast Service (bearer service) and more than one Broadcast and/or Multicast session

See 3GPP TS 22.246 [3].

MBMS user service discovery/announcement: user service discovery refers to methods for the UE to obtain the list of available MBMS user services along with information on the user service and the user service announcement refers to methods for the MBMS service provider to make the list of available MBMS user services along with information on the user service available to the UE
MBMS user service initiation: UE mechanisms to setup the reception of MBMS user service data
The initiation procedure takes place after the discovery of the MBMS user service
MBMS delivery method: mechanism used by a MBMS user service to deliver content
An MBMS delivery method uses MBMS bearers in delivering content and may make use of associated procedures.

MBMS download delivery method: delivery of discrete objects (e.g. files) by means of a MBMS download session
MBMS streaming delivery method: delivery of continuous media (e.g. real-time video) by means of a MBMS streaming session
MBMS download session: time, protocols and protocol state (i.e. parameters) which define sender and receiver configuration for the download of content files
MBMS streaming session: time, protocols and protocol state (i.e. parameters) which define sender and receiver configuration for the streaming of content

RTP Session: The RTP and RTCP traffic sent to a specific IP multicast address and port pair (one port each for RTP and RTCP) during the time period the session is specified to exist. An RTP session is used to transport a single media type (e.g. audio, video, or text). An RTP session may contain several different streams of RTP packets using different SSRCs.
Unicast Bearer Service: Synonymously used as the term “UMTS Bearer Services with interactive and/or streaming traffic classes”. 
************************************* NEXT AMENDMENT **************************************’

4.1
MBMS functional layers

Three distinct functional layers are defined for the delivery of MBMS-based service. They are Bearers, Delivery method and User service. Figure 1 depicts these layers with examples of bearer types, delivery methods and applications.
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Bearers:
Bearers provide the mechanism by which IP data is transported. MBMS bearers as defined in 3GPP TS 23.246 [4] and 3GPP TS 22.146 [3] are used to transport multicast and broadcast traffic in an efficient one-to-many manner and are the foundation of MBMS-based services. MBMS bearers may be used jointly with unicast PDP contexts in offering complete service capabilities.

Delivery Method:
When delivering MBMS content to a receiving application one or more delivery methods are used. The delivery layer provides functionality such as security and key distribution, reliability control by means of forward-error-correction techniques and associated delivery procedures such as file-repair, delivery verification. Two delivery methods are defined, namely download and streaming. Delivery methods may be added beyond release 6. Delivery methods may use MBMS bearers and may make use of point-to-point bearers through a set of MBMS associated procedures.

User service:
The MBMS User service enables applications. Different applications impose different requirements when delivering content to MBMS subscribers and may use different MBMS delivery methods. As an example a messaging application such as MMS would use the download delivery method while a streaming application such as PSS would use the streaming delivery method.
Figure 1: Functional Layers for MBMS User Service
4.2
MBMS User Service Entities

Figure 2 shows the MBMS user service entities and their inter-relations. Relation cardinality is depicted as well.
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Figure 2: Entities and Relations

An MBMS user service is an entity that is used in presenting a complete service offering to the end-user and allowing him to activate or deactivate the service. It is typically associated with short descriptive material presented to the end-user, which would potentially be used by the user to decide whether and when to activate the offered service.

A single service entity can contain multiple distinct multimedia objects or streams, which may need to be provided over various MBMS download or MBMS streaming sessions. A download session or a streaming session is associated with either an unicast bearer or one or more MBMS bearers and a set of delivery method parameters specifying how content is to be received on the mobile side. The MBMS User Service Session may be mapped either on MBMS Bearer Services or on unicast bearer services.
A set of one or more MBMS bearers can be used for delivering data as part of an MBMS download or streaming session. As an example, the audio and visual part of video stream can be carried on separate MBMS bearers. However, it is recommendated to transfer MBMS download and/or streaming sessions, which belong to the same MBMS user service on the same MBMS bearer service.
An MBMS bearer (identified by IP multicast address and APN) might be used in providing data to more than one MBMS download or streaming session (3GPP TS 22.246 [3], clause 5).
************************************* NEXT AMENDMENT **************************************’

4.4.1
MBMS User Service Architecture
Figure 3 depicts the MBMS network architecture showing MBMS related entities involved in providing MBMS user services.
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Figure 3: MBMS network architecture model

MBMS User Service architecture is based on an MBMS receiver on the UE side and a BM-SC on the network side.

The use of the Gmb and Gi interface in providing IP multicast traffic and managing MBMS bearer sessions is described in detailed in 3GPP TS 23.246 [4].

Details about the BM-SC functional entities are given in figure 4.
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Figure 4: BM-SC sub-functional structure

The Session and Transmission function is further subdivided into the MBMS Delivery functions and the Associated Delivery functions.

The BM-SC and UE may exchange service and content related information either over point-to-point bearers or MBMS bearers whichever is suitable. To that end the following MBMS procedures are provided:

· User Service Discovery / Announcement providing service description material to be presented to the end-user as well as application parameters used in providing service content to the end-user.
· MBMS-based delivery of data/content from the BM-SC to the UE over IP multicast or over IP unicast.
-
The data/content is optionally confidentiality and/or integrity protected

-
The data/content is optionally protected by an forward error correction code
· Key Request and Registration procedure for receiving keys and key updates.

· Key distribution procedures whereby the BM-SC distributes key material required to access service data and delivered content.
· Associated Delivery functions are invoked by the UE in relation to the MBMS data transmission. The following associated delivery functions are available:

-
File repair for download delivery method used to complement missing data.

-
Delivery verification and reception statistics collection procedures.
The interfaces between internal BM-SC functions are outside the scope of the present document.

A "Proxy and Transport function" may be located between the "Session and Transmission Function" and the GGSN. The "Proxy and Transport function" is transparent to the "Session and Transmission function". The “Proxy and Transport” function is defined in sub-clause 5.1.3 of [4].
4.4.1a
Content Provider / Multicast Broadcast Source
The Content Provider/Multicast Broadcast Source may provide discrete and continuous media, as well as service descriptions and control data, to the BM-SC to offer services at a time. An MBMS User Service may use one or several MBMS delivery methods simultaneously. The Content Provider/Multicast Broadcast Source may also be a 3rd Party Content Provider/Multicast Broadcast Source.
The Content Provider/Multicast Broadcast Source function may reside within the operator's network or may be provided from outside the operator's network. The Content Provider/Multicast Broadcast Source can also configure the Session and Transmission functions (e.g. delivery or associated delivery). The interface between the Content Provider/Multicast Broadcast Source and the BM-SC is outside the scope of the present document.

************************************* NEXT AMENDMENT **************************************’

4.4.3
MBMS Session and Transmission Function
The MBMS Session and Transmission function transfers the actual MBMS session data to the group of MBMS UEs using either MBMS Bearer Services or unicast bearer services. The MBMS Session and Transmission function interacts with the GGSN through the Gmb Proxy function to activate and release the MBMS transmission resources.
The function contains the MBMS delivery methods, which use the MBMS bearer service for distribution of content. Further this function contains a set of Associated-Delivery Functions, which may be invoked by the UE in relation to the MBMS data transmission (e.g. after the MBMS data transmission).
The BM-SC Session and Transmission function is further described in later clauses of the present document as well as in 3GPP TS 23.246 [4].

MBMS user services data may be integrity and/or confidentiality protected as specified within 3GPP TS 33.246 [20], and protection is applied between the BM-SC and the UE. This data protection is based on symmetric keys, which are shared between the BM-SC and the UEs accessing the service.
MBMS user services may also be protected against packet loss between BM-SC and UE using a forward error correction code.
************************************* NEXT AMENDMENT **************************************’

4.4.6
MBMS UE
The MBMS UE hosts the MBMS User Services receiver function. The MBMS receiver function may receive data from MBMS bearer services or from unicast bearer services. The MBMS receiver function may receive data from several MBMS User Services simultaneously. According to the MBMS UE capabilities, some MBMS UEs may be able to receive data, belonging to one MBMS User Service from several MBMS Bearer Services simultaneously. The MBMS receiver function uses interactive bearers for user service initiation / termination, user service discovery and associated delivery procedures.

In case the MBMS user service is secured, the UE needs one or more cryptographic MBMS service keys, therefore the UE requests the relevant cryptographic MBMS service keys using the BM-SC Key Request function. The received keys (i.e. MSK) are then used for securing the MBMS session.

************************************* NEXT AMENDMENT **************************************’
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