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1. Overall Description

As a significant element of the coordination between 3GPP and TISPAN, the presentation made at SA#31 in SP-060181 (attached), summarising the highlights of TISPAN#10, from the 3GPP/TISPAN coordinator, was highly appreciated. 

It triggered several questions and comments that 3GPP SA wishes to communicate to TISPAN.

1. Release timing alignment between 3GPP and TISPAN
3GPP appreciates the willingness of TISPAN to align the timeframes of TISPAN Releases to the 3GPP ones. 
On TISPAN Rel-2, SA takes note of the TISPAN’s debate on whether TISPAN Rel-2 timeframe should be aligned to 3GPP Rel-7 or Rel-8. As a valuable input to the discussions taking place in TISPAN, SA wishes to inform that, in 3GPP, features are introduced following a quite strict three-stages methodology: Stage 1 (definition of the Requirements) has to be quite stable before Stage 2 (def. of the Architecture) is started, which in turn has to be rather completed before Stage 3 (def. of the protocols) is started. 
The status at SA#31 is that the Scope and the Stage 1 of all Rel-7 features are now stable. The next target is to complete Stage 2 by June and September, and Stage 3 is usually targeted for 6 to 9 months later. In parallel, the work on Stage 1 for Rel-8 features is already started.
On TISPAN side, it seems that the scope of Rel-2 is not defined yet, and a fortiori not its Stage-1 equivalence.
So even if the global completion date of 3GPP Rel-7 (first half of 2007) doesn’t seem to be incompatible with what was mentioned for TISPAN Rel-2 (June 2007?), it seems unrealistic to 3GPP to have all the TISPAN Rel-2 impacts reflected into 3GPP Rel-7. 
For these TISPAN features which already correspond to existing service requirements in 3GPP, architectural and protocol work is still possible until the deadlines indicated above.
However 3GPP would like to stress the importance of having each TISPAN Release corresponding to only one 3GPP Release. For instance TISPAN Release 2 should not be split into 3GPP Releases 7 and 8. The following possibilities were seen as possible examples by 3GPP:

a. Extend TISPAN Release 1 (and name these extensions e.g. “Rel-1 bis”) to include all features intended to be added in 3GPP Release 7, and map TISPAN Release 2 to 3GPP Release 8;

b. Restrict TISPAN Release 2 to features intended to be added in 3GPP Release 7, and open TISPAN Release 3 to map it with 3GPP Release 8.
2. Format of TISPAN References to 3GPP documentation
As stated in an earlier liaison statement exchange, 3GPP would recommend TISPAN –in its own interest- to reference 3GPP Technical Specifications and Reports (TS and TR) by using only the Release number and not the TR/TS version number (e.g. use “TS 23.228 Rel-6” and not “TS 23.228 v.6.12.0”). Indeed, the version number changes quite frequently and it will be a huge and useless maintenance effort for TISPAN to permanently refresh its references to the 3GPP TS/TR version number. Now that Change Requests are about to be introduced in TISPAN, this will become particularly significant.
3. Working Procedures
3GPP has noted the willingness to adopt as much as possible the 3GPP Working Procedures defined in TR 21.900. 3GPP strongly encourages such an approach, and, in the case a direct endorsement of TR 21.900 is not possible, then it is hopped that the TISPAN-specific changes are going to be kept to a minimum.

4. Work Structure
As TISPAN can see e.g. in the point 1 above, 3GPP work is structured according to so-called “Features”. A Feature is defined in TR 21.900 to be a “new or substantially enhanced functionality which represents added value to the existing system". Examples of Rel-7 Features are “System Enhancements for Fixed Broadband Access (FBI)”, “Voice call continuity between CS and IMS (VCC)”, “Combinational Services (CSISC)“, etc. 
Each feature is subdivided into tasks to be done by several Working Groups, e.g. “FBI Stage 1” for SA1, “FBI Stage 2” for SA2, “FBI UE/Network Protocols” for CT1, “FBI security” for SA3, etc.
If some essential tasks cannot be completed on time for a given Release, the entire Feature is removed (e.g. when approaching the end date of a given Release, Stage 1 specifications are “cleaned up” to remove all text related to incomplete Features).
This methodology has proven to be very useful in 3GPP, so SA encourages TISPAN to follow such an approach. Moreover, it will ease and structure the discussions between 3GPP and TISPAN.
2. Actions:

To TISPAN:
To take into account the 3GPP remarks on the different points mentioned above.

3. Date of Next 3GPP-SA Meetings:

TSG-SA Meeting #32
5 - 7 Jun 2006
Warsaw , Poland
TSG-SA Meeting #33
25 - 28 Sep 2006
Palm Springs, USA
