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1. Discussion

The ongoing work in RAN on improvements for HSPA is clearly seen of importance for further evolution of capabilities and performance of existing PS based HSPA networks. To this extent we fully support the intentions and goals of the Study Item agreed in TSG RAN. It is claimed that HSPA+ will have a limited additional impact on LTE, as it adds limited work for 3GPP on top of HSPA, however it is undeniable that work on HSPA and its evolution will require additional resources from the operators and vendors communities. 

We think that HSPA assets have to be considered  for good LTE design. But this doesn't mean we need evolve HSPA on it's  own.
In addition, the companies signing this document believe that the Study Item on improvements for HSPA will impact also TSG SA and TSG SA WG2 particularly with regards to the progress of the system architecture evolution study. The concerns stem from the consideration that SA WG2 is currently heavily loaded with work and with too many work items to consider, therefore: 

· Additional work items or work tasks in SA WG2 will definitely cause further delays to the completion of SAE

· Direct connection of HSPA to the new core network defined in SAE will definitely cause additional work in SAE even if this is part of the existing work item description

In order not to jeopardizing LTE and SAE time scales we encourage to endorse the following recommendations:

· Study phase on HSPA+ must not be used to question agreed LTE/SAE working assumptions

· Study phase on HSPA+ must not be considered in 3GPP SA WG2 until end of 2006. 

Therefore we do expect no additional or revised work items in TSG SA.

2. Conclusions

We kindly ask TSG SA to take into consideration the above mentioned impacts and concerns when deciding on the way forward and the timing of the Study Item as well as the recommended guidance to be given to SA WG2.

