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The GSM Association Executive Management Committee (GSM-A EMC) has been monitoring the on-going discussions in 3GPP in regards to the medium to long term evolution of the 3GPP Technology [1].

While the contributing members of GSM-A EMC above recognize the value of LTE in guarantying the future competitiveness of 3GPP Technologies, we are also concerned with the relative importance given by 3GPP to LTE in comparison to the future development of the HSPA technology.

The GSM Association Board recently issued a press release
 to reaffirm its “full commitment to an evolutionary path for 3G that has HSDPA as its natural next step and seeks to ensure further technology advances are seamless and compatible. The Board believes HSDPA will become the main access technology for 3GSM networks, while other access technologies will be limited to a complementary role.”
In that respect, the GSM-A EMC would like to reaffirm that it is critical for the industry to:

· Give high priority to the on-going HSPA activities;

· Keep a balanced work effort between development of future HSPA Evolution (beyond Rel. 7), and LTE;

· Guarantee a clear and economical migration path from HSPA to HSPA Evolution to LTE leveraging the work done in the definition of the Long Term Evolution System (LTE) and the System Architecture Evolution (SAE).

The 3GPP industry has previously discussed
 and agreed on objectives for the future system evolution, most of which should also apply to the HSPA Evolution and the future LTE:

- Reduced Cost per Bit, Increased Spectrum Efficiency

- Reduced Cost of Backhaul

- Focus on PS based Service Delivery

- Reduced Set-Up time and Reduced Round Trip Delay

- Improved support of QoS for all Services (including VoIP and Multimedia over IP)

- Increased Cell Edge Performances

-Increased Peak Data Rate, Improved MBMS Performances

-Simplified System Architecture

- Open multi-vendor Interfaces

- Improved Robustness

- Support of multi-RAT with resources controlled from the network

- Seamless mobility to legacy systems as well as to other emerging systems including inter RAT Handovers and Service based RAT Selection

- No Compromising of Security Features

- Backward Compatibility

While most of these objectives have been taken into account in the scope of the future LTE system, it is unclear how 3GPP is addressing the need expressed by these objectives in the scope of an evolution path of the HSPA Technology.

Consequently, the contributing members of GSM-A EMC would appreciate further efforts within 3GPP to address this operators’ concern. In particular, the contributing members of GSM-A EMC have been made aware of an existing proposal to open a 2006 Study Item to define the scope of the HSPA Evolution beyond Release 7. The contributing members of GSM-A EMC support initiatives, such as this.
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