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1. Discussion

The Work Item (WI) for 3GPP System Architecture Evolution (SAE) work in SA2 was produced and approved at TSG SA #26. However, as stated in the SA2 chairman’s report the progress made so far has been very limited. The work is suffering from a lack of direction without clear working methods and/or work plan. Although the work has followed the standard contribution driven approach of 3GPP the guidance have been to weak which has lead to too many contributions, spread over too wide a range of topics. This has resulted in half of the contributions not being presented in each meeting. Of the contributions that are presented most are handled with little or no discussion resulting in them being noted even though proposals are included.

Being driven by the contributions rather than a rigid working method and work plan was an acceptable and good way at the beginning of the work for studying the overall architecture for SAE. However, it is now nine months since the work item for SAE was approved and the progress so far is from the level that should have been achieved in this time period. At this stage it seems extremely unlikely that the current schedule of approving the SAE Technical Report (TR 23.882) at TSG SA#32 (June 2006) will be met. With a strong relationship to the All-IP Network (AIPN) work in SA1 and the RAN Long Term Evolution (LTE) work within TSG RAN, SAE is a critical piece of work for the development of the 3GPP system to meet the future demands of the mobile telecommunications industry and ensure the future success of the 3GPP community. Therefore, the lack of progress at this stage is a source of considerable concern. Even though it is accepted that the progress of SAE will not determine the critical time path for the current 3GPP release (i.e. Rel-7) if the progress is not improved then it there is a risk that work will not be completed for the next release (i.e. Rel-8). In particular, there is a risk that the SAE Feasibility Study and subsequent technical specification work will not be completed in line with the aim of TSG RAN to produce all relevant core specifications (for EUTRAN) by June 2007
. Based on this it is clear that it is necessary to change the working methodology for SAE from being purely determined by the contributions submitted to an approach with a clear working process and work plan.

In contrast to SAE the other ‘evolution-related’ work is making good progress. In SA1, TS 22.258, Service Requirements for an All-IP Network (AIPN), is stabilising and is presented for information at this TSG SA plenary meeting. The current unstructured working methodology for SAE has so far prevented appropriate analysis of the content of the work on AIPN (TR and TS) in SA1 in order to study the overall architecture to fulfil the service requirements. Moreover, the current SAE methodology permits only small changes in the architecture which satisfy just a small portion of the requirements to be considered, and must be avoided.

Within TSG RAN the RAN LTE Study Item (SI) has a work plan with clearly identified milestones
. This approach has contributed to good progress being made on the study so far.

In order to improve the progress of work on SAE so as to maintain the current schedule and to synchronise the work progress with the related work in SA1 and RAN, NTT DoCoMo believe that a clear work plan for the SAE WI (similar to the one for RAN LTE SI in TSG RAN) is needed and this should be discussed and produced by SA2.
2. Proposal

It is proposed that SA plenary instruct SA2 to discuss and produce a clear work plan for SAE.

As a minimum this work plan shall include:

i) milestones to be achieved during each TSG plenary cycle.

ii) agenda items, expected input and expected output for each meeting.

Furthermore, it is recommended that an appropriate agenda item is added to the agenda for the next SA2 meeting (SA2 adhoc, 11th – 14th October 2005) to enable SA2 to consider this issue as soon as possible.

3. Appendix: Example of current SA2 working methods
The agenda for the SAE session during SA2#48, which is shown in the annex 1 of this appendix, had 52 contributions for two half-day sessions. 
The expected outcome of the meeting and how the outcome should be captured in the TR was not communicated or discussed before or during the meeting. The result was that 26 contributions were not handled in the meeting and very few agreements could be made on the ones presented.  
The agenda for SAE sessions in SA2 adhoc meeting which will be held on October 11-14 has yet to be issued. 

Annex 2 of this appendix is a quotation from the draft report of SA2#48, section 7.4.2.2. This could be a brief draft agenda for the SA2 adhoc meeting in October and the discussion items seem to be of a similar level of the granularity to the agenda for SA2#48.

Annex 1: Draft Detailed Agenda for the SAE session during SA2#48

3GPP TSG SA WG2  #48
TD S2-05xxx
Sophia Antipolis, France

5 - 9 September, 2005
Source:
Chairman 

Title:
Draft Detailed Agenda for SAE 

Agenda item:
7.4
	7.4
	3GPP System Architecture Evolution (SAE)


	7.4.1
	Results and Potential Action Points from the Joint Meeting with RAN2&3

	7.4.2
	Refining the B.1 and B.2 Architectures

	7.4.2.1
	Roaming aspects e.g.

· Addition of roaming to the architecture B.1 and B.2

· Policy Control when roaming (where are the PEP and the PCRF(s))

· Local breakout?

	7.4.2.2
	Inter access system mobility e.g.

· Is there a single mobility anchor point

· Is the same PCRF (and/or PEP) used for all accesses

· Is there a common access control/authentication or one per access system

	7.4.2.3
	Other refinements of the architecture

	7.4.3
	Optimisations and Simplifications

· C-plane optimisations, QoS simplifications etc…. 

	7.4.4
	AoB


Annex 2: Quotation from the draft report of SA2#48

In order to focus contributions and make progress on this difficult subject, the following aspects will be concentrated on for the next SA WG2 meeting:

-
Legacy Access issues

-
Inter Access mobility aspects

-
Roaming issues

-
Intra-Access mobility issues

Members are asked to have discussions off-line and come to common architectural proposals wherever possible and to approach the final agreed architecture in a step-by-step way. The common agreements should be recorded and the major differences between proposals should be recorded and analysed.

The possibility of an October 2005 #bis or ad-hoc meeting was discussed. It was considered that a host for this should be sought by the SA WG2 management and proposals sent to the e-mail list. This will be further discussed under agenda item 11.1.
� Included within the approved Study Item for RAN LTE in RP-050461


� See REV-05055
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