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***************FIRST CHANGE*******************

5.4.9
Event and information distribution

The S-CSCF and Application Servers (SIP-AS, IM-SSF, OSA-SCS) shall be able to send service information messages to endpoints. This shall be done based on a SIP Request/Response information exchange containing the service information and/or a list of URI(s) pointing to the location of information represented in other media formats. The stimulus for initiating the service event related information message may come from e.g. a service logic residing in an application server or some other network entity. 
In addition, the end points shall also be able to send information to each other. This information shall be delivered using SIP based messages. The corresponding SIP messages shall be forwarded along the IMS SIP signalling path. This includes the S-CSCF but may also include SIP application servers. The information may be related or unrelated to any ongoing session and/or may be independent of any session. Applicable mechanisms (for e.g. routing, security, charging, etc) defined for IMS SIP sessions shall also be applied for the SIP based messages delivering the end-point information. The length of the information transferred is restricted by the message size (e.g. the MTU), so fragmentation and re-assembly of the information is not required to be supported in the UE.  This information may include e.g. text message, http url, etc.
Editor's note: The exact list of these entities is for further study. 

This mechanism considers the following issues:

-
The IMS has the capability to handle different kinds of media. That is, it is possible to provide information contained within several different media formats e.g. text, pictures or video.

-
The UE's level of supporting service event related information and its exchange may depend on the UE's capabilities and configuration. 

-
A UE not participating in the service related information exchange shall not be effected by a service related information exchange possibly being performed with another UE of the session. 
Note: The service event related information exchange may either take place in the context of a session, or independently outside the context of any existing session. 
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Figure 5.8: Providing service event related information to related endpoint

1.
When a service event occurs that the S-CSCF or the Application Server wishes to inform an endpoint about, the S-CSCF or the Application Server generates a message request containing information to be presented to the user. The contents may include text describing the service event, a list of URI(s) or other service modification information.

2.
P-CSCF forwards the message request.

3.
UE presents the service-related information, to the extent that it conforms to its capabilities and configuration, to the user.

4.
Possibly after interaction with the user, the UE will be able to include information in the response to the S-CSCF.

5.
P-CSCF forwards the response.

Editor's note: How the UE retrieves the service event related information is FFS.
Note: transport aspects of the information transfer described above may require further considerations.
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