Technical Specification Group Services and System Aspects
TSGS#15(02)0155
Meeting #15, Cheju Island, Korea, 11-14 March 2002


	GSM Europe – 

GSM Association


	

	Meeting Number
	GSME  #22 
	GSME Doc 009/02



	Meeting Date  
	7 June 2002
	

	Meeting Location  
	Nice, France
	


	Title
	Liasion Statement on Agreed Position on the question of 3 digit MNCs

	Source
	Chair GSME 

	Date
	February 2002


	Security Classification Category*:

	Restricted - Members
	
	x

	Restricted- Associate Members
	
	x


	Information Category
	


	Restricted - Confidential Information
Access to and distribution of this document is restricted to the persons listed under the heading Security Classification Category*. This document is confidential to the Association and is subject to copyright protection.  This document is to be used only for the purposes for which it has been supplied and information contained in it must not be disclosed or in any other way made available, in whole or in part, to persons other than those listed under Security Classification Category* without the prior written approval of the Association. The GSM MoU Association (“Association”) makes no representation, warranty or undertaking (express or implied) with respect to and does not accept any responsibility for, and hereby disclaims liability for the accuracy or completeness or timeliness of the information contained in this document. The information contained in this document may be subject to change without prior notice.

© Copyright of the GSM MoU Association 2000


Document History

	Revision
	Date
	Brief Description

	0.1
	
	Liaison statement  to 3GPP for endorsement of position


TITLE: Liaison Statement on Agreed position on the question of 3digit Mobile Network Code.

Source: GSM Europe

To: 3GPP

For: Agreed Position for Endorsement by 3GPP

Contact: Isabelle Mauro (GSME): imauro@gsm.org
	 [image: image1.png]AsS




	GSM Europe

The European interest group of the GSM Association

http://gsmeurope.gsmworld.com


AGREED POSITION ON THE QUESTION OF 3 DIGIT MOBILE NETWORK CODE 

GSME organised a workshop in order to bring together all players involved during the last year and a half in the discussions on 3 digit MNCs. The scope of the workshop was to clarify the outstanding questions surrounding the need for the introduction of 3 digit MNCs and come to a common conclusion on the subject.

The workshop was attended by GSM Europe operators, 3GPP delegates, UMTS Forum, ETSI, ENF, ITU-T, ECO/ERO and the European Commission.

As an outcome of discussions, all parties around the table agreed on the following set of conclusions:

· The level of demand at present and in the foreseeable future for allocation of MNC will not produce a shortage of this resource. There is therefore no commercial or technical drivers for expansion of the existing 2 digit MNC structure to 3 digit. 

· Two trends can be identified in the mobile industry:

· New architecture concepts and technical enablers (e.g. migration towards IP networks )

· New business models, increasingly open to new players 
In this new 3G environment, E.212 (IMSI) will play a less important role, technically, for functions such as routing to and identification of engaged parties. Using the IMSI code could potentially be risky as it would introduce a barrier to entry for the IP conversant application community which is not familiar with IMSI principles.

· The design of new architecture concepts such as the IP multimedia subsystem and OSA (open services architecture) will enable new business models which permit various partnership arrangements involving all market actors.
In accordance with the above conclusions, the workshop agreed that no further work was needed on the question of 3 digit Mobile Network Code.

London, 27 February 2002
GSME doc 009/02

Page 4 of 2


