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5.x
Session-unrelated procedures 

The IM CN Subsystem provides means to conduct session-unrelated interactions between users, e.g. OPTIONS query, outband REFER. These interactions are described in RFC2543 [12], and other possible RFCs.
These interactions shall use and fully comply with the basic mechanisms described for session-related procedures of the IM CN Subsystem. These mechanisms include e.g.routing, security, service control, network hiding as described in other sections and specifications.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx First modified section xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

4.6.2 
Interrogating-CSCF

Interrogating-CSCF (I-CSCF) is the contact point within an operator’s network for all connections destined to a subscriber of that network operator, or a roaming subscriber currently located within that network operator’s service area. There may be multiple I-CSCFs within an operator’s network. The functions performed by the I-CSCF are:

Registration

-
Assigning a S-CSCF to a user performing SIP registration (see section on Procedures related to Serving-CSCF assignment)

Session-related and session-unrelated flows 

-
Route a SIP request received from another network towards the S-CSCF.

-
Obtain from HSS the Address of the S-CSCF.

-
Forward the SIP request or response to the S-CSCF determined by the step above 

Charging and resource utilisation:

-
Generation of CDRs.

In performing the above functions the operator may use the I-CSCF or other techniques to hide the configuration, capacity, and topology of the network from the outside. When the I-CSCF is chosen to meet the hiding requirement then for sessions traversing across different operators domains, the I-CSCF may forward the SIP request or response to another I-CSCF allowing the operators to maintain configuration independence.

4.6.3 
Serving-CSCF

The Serving-CSCF (S-CSCF) performs the session control services for the UE. It maintains a session state as needed by the network operator for support of the services. Within an operator’s network, different S-CSCFs may have different functionalities. The functions performed by the S-CSCF during a session are:

Registration

-
May behave as a Registrar as defined in RFC2543 or subsequent versions, i.e. it accepts registration requests and makes its information available through the location server (eg. HSS).

Session-related and session-unrelated flows

-
Session control for the registered endpoint's sessions. 

-
May behave as a Proxy Server as defined in RFC2543 or subsequent versions, i.e. it accepts requests and services them internally or forwards them on, possibly after translation. 

-
May behave as a User Agent as defined in RFC2543 or subsequent versions, i.e. it may terminate and independently generate SIP transactions.

-
Interaction with Services Platforms for the support of Services

-
Provide endpoints with service event related information (e.g. notification of tones/announcement together with location of additional media resources, billing notification)

-
On behalf of an originating endpoint (i.e. the originating subscriber/UE)

-
Obtain from a database the Address of the I-CSCF for the network operator serving the destination subscriber from the destination name of the terminating subscriber (e.g. dialled phone number or SIP URL), when the destination subscriber is a customer of a different network operator, and forward the SIP request or response to that I-CSCF. 

-
When the destination name of the terminating subscriber (e.g. dialled phone number or SIP URL), and the destination subscriber is a customer of the same network operator, forward the SIP request or response to an I-CSCF within the operator’s network.

-
Depending on operator policy, forward the SIP request or response to another SIP server located within an ISP domain outside of the IM CN subsystem.

-
On behalf of a destination endpoint (i.e. the terminating subscriber/UE)

-
Forward the SIP request or response to a P-CSCF for a MT procedure to a home subscriber within the home network, or for a subscriber roaming within a visited network where the home network operator has chosen not to have an I-CSCF in the path

-
Forward the SIP request or response to an I-CSCF for a MT procedure for a roaming subscriber within a visited network where the home network operator has chosen to have an I-CSCF in the path.

Charging and resource utilisation:

-
Generation of CDRs.
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