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1 Introduction
In Release 15 the work item on Simplified HS-SCCH for UMTS has been approved [1]. In this contribution the impacts on layer 2 and 3 specifications are discussed. 
2 Discussion
2.1 Impacts on layer 2 and 3 specifications
2.1.1 General

During the study item phase the feature Simplified HS-SCCH was studied. It was assumed that the feature is supported for CELL_DCH state, but no formal agreement was taken if the feature should be supported also in CELL_FACH. Supporting the feature in CELL_FACH may be complicated and hasn’t been studied. A method to trigger the feature is to use legacy CQI reports. If HS-FACH is used but not EUL_FACH, the CQI reports are sent seldom and infrequently and cannot be used as a triggering mechanism. It is therefore proposed that the feature is supported in CELL_DCH only.
Proposal 1: Simplified HS-SCCH operation is supported in CELL_DCH state only. 
2.1.2 Stage 2
A stage 2 description of the feature is needed. CRs on 25.300 and 25.308 have been submitted, see  [2] and [3]. Depending on the outcome of the layer 1 discussions regarding triggering of the feature, the stage 2 description needs to be updated.
2.1.3 Stage 3

It was decided in RAN1 to have a UE capability for the feature and a UE capability has been added in [4] and [5]. As there are different type of HS-SCCH it is proposed to call the feature “Simplified HS-SCCH type 1 operation”.
Proposal 2: The feature name is “Simplified HS-SCCH type 1 operation”.

In [6] the timing for the Simplified HS-SCCH is discussed. It is concluded that a fixed value of the timing for when to start using the simplified HS-SCCH is sufficient. Due to this conclusion it is not necessary to include any configuration of a timing value in 25.331. 

If the timing had been configurable, the configuration would also have worked as an indication to the UE that the network supports the feature and that it can be used. When no configuration is done the UE will not know if the network supports the feature and whether it can use the feature when the conditions are fulfilled. Therefore, a network capability indication is needed which the network can send to the UE to inform it that it supports the feature.
The configuration of the feature can be signalled by means of a network capability, which can be added in the messages Radio Bearer Reconfiguration, Radio Bearer Setup and Radio Bearer Release to support the use cases of Setup, Release and Channel Switch. According to previous agreement in RAN2 the messages Physical Channel and Transport Channel Reconfiguration/Setup/Release should not be updated with new features if it can be avoided. It would also be difficult to configure the feature in RRC Connection Setup as the network hasn’t got the UE capability at that point in time unless the UE capability is added in RRC Connection Request. However, there is no strong reasons to do so. For further details, see the CR on 25.331 [5].
Proposal 3: Add configuration of HS-SCCH type 1 operation in Radio Bearer Reconfiguration, Radio Bearer Setup and Radio Bearer Release.

3 Summary
RAN2 is kindly asked to discuss the following proposal:
Proposal 1: Simplified HS-SCCH operation is supported in CELL_DCH state only.
Proposal 2: The feature name is “Simplified HS-SCCH type 1 operation”.
Proposal 3: Add configuration of HS-SCCH type 1 operation in Radio Bearer Reconfiguration, Radio Bearer Setup and Radio Bearer Release.
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