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1. Overall Description:

In the last meeting, LS on NB-IOT RRC re-establishment test configurations was received from RAN5. Two issues were raised. In this LS, RAN4 answers the two issues as below:

1) How cells are configured in test case A.6.1.15 and A.6.1.16
According to the configuration tables in A.6.1.15 and A.6.1.16, RAN5 understands that there are three cells in this test, one EUTRA cell and two NB-IoT cells. The two NB-IoT cells are located at the same time and frequency resources within the EUTRA cell. RAN5 would like to confirm with RAN4 whether this is the same understanding of RAN4.
RAN5 would like to respectfully confirm that for Intra-Frequency RRC re-establishment test (A.6.1.15), NB-IoT cells shall be defined with same frequency but different physical cell IDs as part of the same EUTRA cell. If so, RAN5 will need the test parameters in TS36.133 to reflect this understanding, i.e. having 1 EUTRA cell and 2 NB-IoT cells with different physical cell IDs.

RAN5 would also like to respectfully confirm that for Inter-frequency RRC re-establishment test (A.6.1.16), NB-IoT cells shall be defined with different frequencies as part of the same EUTRA cell. If so, RAN5 will need the test parameters in TS36.133 to reflect this understanding, i.e. having 1 EUTRA cell and 2 NB-IoT cells with different frequencies.

 [RAN4]: There are three cells in the test, one EUTRA cell and two NB-IOT cells. For Intra-Frequency RRC re-establishment test (A.6.1.15), NB-IoT cells shall be defined with same frequency but different physical cell IDs. For Inter-frequency RRC re-establishment test (A.6.1.16), NB-IoT cells shall be defined with different frequencies. This understanding is reflected in RAN4 endorsed CRs in October meeting, please refer to R4-168944 and R4-168949.
2) Different configurations of A.6.1.15 and A.6.1.16 are found in Release13 and Release14
RAN5 also found the configuration tables for A.6.1.15 and A.6.1.16 in Release 13 are different from Release 14. In Release 13, it specifies the operation mode of these cases are in-band operation mode but in R14 this information is absent. Besides, in Release 13 the cell names are “nCell” and “eCell”, but in Release 14 “Cell” is used for both NB-IoT cell and EUTRA cell. RAN5 would like to know whether there is some reason for these differences.
RAN5 would like to know whether there is some reason for the differences between Release13 and Release14 configuration tables in 36.133 for the same case.

RAN5 would also like to know whether the requirements in release 14 are release dependent.
[RAN4]:  Table A.6.1.15.1-1 and Table A.6.1.16.1-1 in Release 14 should be same with Release 13.
Both of above two questions are reflected in RAN4 endorsed CRs in October meeting, please refer to R4-168944 and R4-168949.

2. Actions:

To TSG RAN WG5
ACTION: 

RAN4 respectfully requests that RAN5 take above information into consideration in the further work on NB-IOT.
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