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1. Introduction

Status Report of RAN4 CA WIs [1] was presented in June RAN plenary. 33 LTE CA WIs were completed in 1H/2015 and 33 new ones approved in RAN#68. Currently RAN4 has 76 separate CA WIs (each with Core and Perf part) ongoing. Treatment of separate WIDs takes lot of time in plenary and the number of WIs is increasing all the time. It will increase even further while the concept will expand to 3UL and 5DL.
This contribution discusses the new approach for RAN4 CA WIs.
2. Discussion
Current setup is to have separate WIs for each band combination except the class approach for 2UL WIs. In order to reduce the number of WIs RAN4 could take a new approach by grouping similar type of WIs under the single WID. That would make project management easier and reduce the need for RAN plenary to revise too many WIDs frequently. Proposed approach is as follows:

1) Rapporteur will be selected for each group

2) Proponents will contact rapporteur if they want to add their band combination to the WID
3) WID with proposed combinations will be approved in the beginning of release and corresponding TR allocated
4) Rapporteur will maintain the WID and corresponding TR throughout the release timeframe
5) Rapporteur will provide Status Reports to RAN plenaries (no combined Super SR anymore)
6) Rapporteur will provide Big CRs including completed band combinations

7) WID and TR remain open until the end of release

8) When the work with specific combination is completed the CRs can be approved by RAN plenary

9) New combinations can be added during the release and WID will be revised accordingly

10) TR will be presented for information when the first combination is completed
11) TR will be presented for approval when the release is completed

12) At the release end, not completed combinations will be moved to the next release and if CRs were already implemented for these combinations in the current REL, then CRs will be produced to remove this text.
To replace current setup RAN4 would have the following WIDs from Rel-14 onwards:
1) Intra-band CA including contiguous and non-contiguous spectrum
2) Inter-band CA for 2DL
3) Inter-band CA for 3DL

4) Inter-band CA for 4DL

5) Inter-band CA for 5DL
6) Inter-band CA for 2UL
7) Inter-band CA for 3UL
For pairing WIs addressing self-interference problems (like 3DL/2UL pairing) separate WIs will be considered for each pairing. There would be one (instead of 2) 3DL/2UL pairing WI. Another pairing like 3DL/3UL would form another WI.

Note: CA configurations that can be part of a pairing WI must exist in specifications. This means e.g. for a certain 3DL/2UL pairing the 3DL combination has to be specified and the 2UL combination has to be specified before a pairing can be added for this in the 3DL/2UL pairing WI.
By this approach the number of current 76 WIs could be reduce to 8 WIs.

Rel-14 TR numbers and titles would be allocated as follows:

1) TR 36.833-14, “LTE Advanced intra-band Carrier Aggregation”
2) TR 36.852-14, “LTE Advanced inter-band Carrier Aggregation for 2DL”
3) TR 36.853-14, “LTE Advanced inter-band Carrier Aggregation for 3DL”
4) TR 36.854-14, “LTE Advanced inter-band Carrier Aggregation for 4DL”
5) TR 36.855-14, “LTE Advanced inter-band Carrier Aggregation for 5DL”
6) TR 36.860-14, “LTE Advanced inter-band Carrier Aggregation for 2UL”
7) TR 36.861-14, “LTE Advanced inter-band Carrier Aggregation for 3UL”
8) TR 36.879-14, “LTE Advanced 3DL/2UL pairing for intra-band and inter-band Carrier Aggregation”
When the Rel-14 is completed above mentioned TRs will be moved under change control and new TRs and WIs opened for Rel-15 with similar titles (14 will be replaced by 15 in TR numbers).
3. Conclusion
From Rel-14 onwards it is proposed to start the new approach for RAN4 LTE CA WIs as shown in clause 2.
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