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1> Introduction:

GCF would like to inform 3GPP TSG RAN about the creation of a GCF Task Force for OTA Antenna Performance, whose aim is to ensure that GCF Certification addresses the urgent needs of Industry.
The scope of GCF OTA TF is to review the status of GCF OTA Certification, and to assess the industry’s overall approach to Antenna Performance, for various types of Devices utilising 3GPP technologies (e.g. handsets, tablets, modems) and employing multiple bands. 
GCF is aware of current 3GPP work in this area and hopes to gain the support of the 3GPP community to support this work.

The GCF Certification Criteria for OTA antenna performance have always been based upon the 3GPP Normative and Recommended performance limits in 3GPP TS 34.114 as the pass/fail criteria.  GCF wishes to continue to reference 3GPP, but notes that limits and measurement methods have still not yet been finalised for areas that are of key interest to GCF e.g. Free Space, data-centric devices, E-UTRA and MIMO. 
In situations where no 3GPP limits are available for a specific device type, GCF has adopted methods and limits defined by CTIA; although these only offer a partial solution, since they are currently focused on the North American market. 

GCF also recognises the need to optimise OTA certification requirements in order to avoid unnecessary repetition of measurements, whilst ensuring acceptable reporting of antenna performance.  Again GCF hopes to gain 3GPP support in this test optimisation work.

Whenever possible, GCF expects that there should be alignment between Standard Organisations to avoid multiple test methods.

2> Task Force Priorities:
The GCF OTA TF will perform a high level gap analysis of all current OTA Antenna Performance specifications, to identify and prioritise the industry needs and highlight the immediate urgency of any missing requirements, such as methods and limits for data-centric devices, etc.
GCF expects to complete this analysis by September, with the intention that the results can made be available for RAN4 review at their Q4 meeting. 

3> Action(s):
In recognition of the high interest of, and importance for, the Industry, GCF would like to request

3GPP TSG RAN WG4 to share the latest status of related work items and highlight to the GCF any work in progress and completion schedule, with regard to Antenna Performance, as well as, to make any necessary amendments in their work prioritisation which should ensure a rapid completion of the active work items and addressing any work that may not be covered by those at present. 

3GPP TSG RAN to encourage and authorise the necessary amendments in the RAN4 work prioritisation which should ensure a rapid completion of the active work items and addressing any work that may not be covered by those at present.

3GPP TSG RAN WG5 to follow upon progress of the work in RAN4 and start work as soon as possible where appropriate on updating the present RAN5 OTA specification accordingly.

GCF looks forward to responses from 3GPP TSG RAN and 3GPP TSG RAN WG4; and to ongoing cooperation on this high priority topic.

4> Date of Next OTA TF Meeting: Wednesday, 3 September 2014
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