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1. Introduction
A study item for the extension of the AWS-3 Band in the US was agreed in [1]. In this paper we briefly present the work plan for this SI.
2. Discussion

In [1] a study item for the extension of the AWS-3 band in the US was agreed. According to the SID, several band plan options should be studied in order to find the most suitable solution. The term to finalize this study is RAN#66, hence, the study has to be finalized in only 3 RAN4 meetings. In this paper we propose the work plan to finalize the work in a timely manner.

This band presents several challenges such as the possibility of having variable duplex and/or unpaired UL. It is expected that the solutions to these problems will shape the band plan and will occupy most of the discussion time. In the initial SID presented at RAN4#64 only 3 band plan options were listed. Based on the plenary discussion, other options were not precluded, however, we would like to point out that it would be useful to narrow down the options to as few as possible as early as possible in order to finalize the discussion on time.
Below we present the tentative work plan:

RAN4#72

· Approve the TR skeleton [3]

· Approve the TP on regulatory background [4]

· Discuss the band options considering variable duplex and the unpaired UL part

RAN4#72 bis

· Evaluate technical feasibility of possible deployment scenarios, filter performance and tradeoffs

· Discuss the band options, narrow down the options

RAN4#73

· Conclusions on the technical merits of band plans, 

· Identify a single band plan as candidate for new band definition
· Conclude the SI

3. Conclusion
In this paper we presented the work plan for the study item on the extension of the AWS-3 band in the US approved in [1].
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