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Background and discussion

The topic of how to ensure compliance to legacy requirements for each RAT in a new structure was brought up in the BS specification structure off-line discussion group [2]. This text proposal is based on initial analysis from the off-line discussion.

This contribution is a revision of [3], with a revised discussion to make it more clear that all requirement will be kept as equal options.
Proposal

It is proposed that the attached text proposal is included in TR 37.810 [1].
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TEXT PROPOSAL for TR 37.810:

13
Compliance to legacy requirements for each RAT

<Text to be added: How to guarantee that a BS compliant to the new BS specification structure, for a requirement that is taken from the legacy structure, will comply to that requirement for each applicable RAT as  specified in the legacy structure>

It is discussed in clause 11 how to make compliance for legacy BS possible in a new BS spec structure possible. Another separate study area concerns the “reverse” issue, i.e. how to ensure compliance to legacy requirements for each RAT in a new structure.

The SID objective states that “no change of existing requirements as a consequence of the new possible BS specification structure is assumed”. This implies that a requirement stated in one of the specifications today should also remain and be covered by a merged specification.

Since the key here is to ensure compliance to legacy requirements, which is the topic of this clause, it would in principle only be necessary to keep the most stringent one if there are multiple legacy requirements. This is however not the case, since all legacy requirement options would have to be kept, since it is clear from the SI objective that requirements cannot be changed (or removed).
 With all requirement options merged to a new BS specification structure, there are really two cases:

-
If there is only a single requirement in the new structure, that requirement must then be identical to the legacy requirement(s). 
-
If there are multiple requirement options in the new structure, it must then be identified clearly which requirement that corresponds to a specific requirement in the legacy structure and for which RAT it is valid. 
In both cases, a BS compliant to the new BS specification structure, for a requirement that is taken from the legacy structure, will comply to that requirement for each applicable RAT as specified in the legacy structure.  

