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1. Introduction
TSG RAN WG4 would like to inform ETSI MSG TFES and ARIB that TSG RAN WG4 has initiated a study of the 3GPP BS and EMC RF specification structure for future specification releases [1]. The reason is that many of the new RF features introduced and studied for RAN4 specifications are not RAT-specific, but often concern UTRA, E-UTRA and also multi-RAT specifications including GSM/EDGE. Examples are Carrier Aggregation, non-contiguous spectrum operation, multiband capability, AAS, etc. This means that almost identical RF features are often implemented in different RF specifications, within the same or different work items. 

This means a duplication of work across the RAT-specific specifications, which may create uncertainties on how to implement new RF features and in the end lead to unmotivated differences between the specifications. The issues are accentuated as more features are added and the specifications become more complex. The study item objective is to investigate the feasibility of introducing a new BS specification structure, in order to avoid duplicate specification work for new RF features (in case of identical features among different RATs).
One area of study is how to accommodate regulatory references to the new BS specification structure for single-RAT and multi-RAT Base Stations. Since ETSI MSG TFES and ARIB develops standards that may directly or indirectly reference 3GPP standards, feedback from ETSI MSG TFES and ARIB on a possible new BS specification structure will be valuable as future input to the work.
The study item is targeting a decision on the 3GPP Rel-12 BS specification structure at the TSG-RAN #60 plenary meeting on 11 - 14 June, 2013. 
2. Reference
[1]
RP-122039, “New SID for Base Station specification structure”, 3GPP TSG RAN#58, Barcelona, Spain, December 4 - 7, 2012. 
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